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THE FOLLOWING 


FIRE AT SEA 


_ _ ..._ announcement 

appeared in the "London Gazette" of 
December 30. 1955: — 

The Queen has been graciously 
pleased, on the advice of Her 
Ministers, to 


Majesty's Canadian 
approve the award of the George 
Medal to :— 

Lieut. Douglas Albert Muncastcr. 
Royal Canadian Navy, for gallantry 
when rescuing by helicopter a pilot 
who was (rapped inside his burning 
aircraft which had crashed in a 
heavily wooded area near Shearwater. 
Nova Scotia. 

The Story 

This is the story behind the bald 
statement :— 

"Lieut. Muncastcr, with complete 
disregard for his own safety, was 
instrumental in saving the life of a 
pilot who was trapped inside his 
flaming aircraft after it had crashed. 

On the afternoon of March 9. 
1955. Lieut. Muncastcr was the co¬ 
pilot of a Bell Helicopter which had 
arrived at the site of an aircraft 
crash, about one mile south of the 
Royal Canadian Naval Air Station. 
Shearwater. Nova Scotia. The aircraft 
—a Sea Fury, piloted by Sub.-Licut. 
(P) J V. Searle. R.C.N.. 0-65687— 
had crashed about three minutes 
earlier, in a heavily wooded area, and 
it was noted that it had broken in 
two. the forward section, including 
the cockpit, being inverted, with the 
engine on lire. 

The helicopter could not land owing 
to the density of the trees and under¬ 
growth. The pilot, therefore, hovered 
about fifty yards from the aircraft, 
where the woods were more sparse, 
while Lieut. Muncastcr jumped to the 
ground from a height of about eight 
feel. As Lieut. Muncastcr ran towards 
the wreckage, one of the fuel tanks 
exploded. On nearing the forward 
section ol the aircraft, from sounds 
inside the cockpit, he realized that the 
pilot was alive. The perspex canopy 
of the cockpit was resting on the 
ground and the pilot was pinned inside. 
Being unable to open the canopy or 
break the perspex with his hands or 
feet. Lieut. Muncastcr found a rock 
and smashed a hole in it. By this 
time the flames had reached the cock¬ 
pit and there was imminent danger of 
the remaining fuel tanks exploding. 
The pilot was able to push his head 
and shoulders through the hole made 
in the canopy by Lieut. Muncastcr 
who. after considerable pulling, extri¬ 
cated Sub.-Licut. Scaric from the 
flaming cockpit and assisted him from 
the immediate vicinity of the aircraft. 
The remaining fuel tanks exploded a 
few minutes later.” 


H.M.S. KILLISPORT UPHOLDS HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE SERVICE 

■a loaded with 30.000 tons of crude oil, was in collision with a Dutch freighter about 100 miles inside the Gulf on May 19 and caught 
port who had just arrived at Muscat some 300 miles away, was immcdialcly sailed to assist Arriving early on the morning of May 20, 
a was found abandoned and on fire. Loch Killisport proceeded alongside and started firefighting. Ihe oil tanks on hre were quickly cx- 
hc after superstructure took nearly 48 hours to pul out. An attempt was then made to low Argca Prima but she proved unmanageable. 
1 Prima managed to raise steam and proceeded to Bahrein under her own power, escorted by Loch Killisport and later bv Loth lush. 
Illuer. Mr. IL Ward, and the Chief Engineering Mechanic, C.P.O. A. James of Loch Killisport, received the Ouecn s commendation 

for their work in this firefighting 
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EDITORIAL 

WF DEEPLY regret the delay in pub¬ 
lishing this issue of Navy News 
which is due to a dispute within the 
printing trade Our readers can be 
assured that we shall do everything 
possible to maintain the regularity of 
publication. 

On January 25 we printed a speeial 
issue of Navy News dealing in full 
with the new Officer Structure. This 
issue of 20.000 copies has been well 
received by the Navy but perhaps 
many of our civilian readers have not 
yet had the opportunity of seeing this 
edition. We have therefore retained 
a number of these copies for general 
circulation and they may be obtained 
direct from the Editor, price 2Jd.. 
post free. 
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Admiral Sir Michael Denny 
G.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O. 


Classified Advertisements 
may be placed at : 

GALE & POLDEN 
LIMITED 
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as well as at the 
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HOW TO ENJOY 
AN EXTRA PENSION 

WHEN YOU RETIRE 

yOUNG men arc more concerned 
about a successful Service career. 
But retirement will come and an 
adequate income will be needed to 
enjoy it. NOW IS THE BEST 
TIME to start providing cither an 
extra pension at 65 to supplement 
Service and State pensions or. if 
you prefer, a substantial cash sum 
on leaving the Service to help you 
to establish yourself in civilian life. 
The younger you arc, the better 
terms you can secure. 

APPLY FOR OUR SPECIAL SCHEMES 
FOR SUPPLEMENTARY PENSIONS 

Advantages include: 

Pension at 65. Premiums 
cease at 40, 45 or 55. Options 
include a lump sum on 
leaving Service. Family 
protection, etc. 

Write, stating date of birth, for 
‘ favourable premiums payable by 
Naval Allotment to— 


PROVIDENT 

ASSOCIATION 

OF LONDON 


ON HAULING down my Bag for the 
last time at sea. I have been asked 
to look back over my career in the 
Navy and to draw from incidents in 
it a farewell message. 

I do not propose to do this. It is. 
of course, true that over a long naval 
career one acquires a wealth of in¬ 
valuable experience, but having 
acquired it. the important thing is to 
look forward into the future and not 
to reminisce in the past. 

Today this is more true than ever 
before since reminiscence will make 
us conservative, and perhaps hostile 
to change at a time when it is essen¬ 
tial to be open minded, receptive, 
adaptable and ready to discard what 
is outworn and outdated. 

Particularly docs this apply to a 
concept of future war since it is in¬ 
conceivable—should such disaster 
ever come about—that we would 
light on any basis other than as part 
of an international alliance of free 
nations—in other words as part of 
N.A.T.O. 

I am. as many of you know, taking 
up a United Kingdom appointment in 
the U.S.A.. which is. in the main, 
concerned with N.A.T.O. I have 
immense faith in N.A.T.O.. and be¬ 
lieve it to be of first importance that 
everyone in this country should 
understand it and have faith in it too. 
It may well he that its strength alone 
has already staved olf a third world 
war. and it is the one thing capable 
of continuing so to do. 

As to the unitv of the Navies of the 


free nations within N.A.T.O.. the 
oceans of the world are no rcspcctors 
of persons, indicting penalties, hazards 
and discomfort on all seafarers re¬ 
gardless of race and dag. Thus there 
exists amongst all sailors a common 
understanding, a common way of 
daily life, shared experience, and the 
practice of a common skill and art. 
So w ithin N.A.T.O. it has been simple 
to arrange, effective in operation and 
inspiring to note that during my last 
two years at sea. when more than two 
warships base been in company with 
my flag, almost invariably one or 
more “foreign” ensigns of the 
N.A.T.O. allies have been also 
present, acting and regarded precise¬ 
ly the same as the ships of the Royal 
Navy present under my command. 

N.A.T.O.'s weakness is the appal¬ 
ling ignorance of its immense achieve¬ 
ments. and even greater possibilities, 
among the ordinary people of its 
member nations. 

This is where each one of you who 
reads this paper has a part to play. 
My message is. quite simply, that you 
must understand what N.A.T.O. is. 
how it works, what it has achieved, 
and where it is going. You must 
believe in it yourself, and work as 
wholeheartedly and loyally for it as 
you do for your own country. Anil— 
most important of all—you must 
explain it. and spread its gospel 
among those who serve with you in 
the Navy and amongst your neigh¬ 
bours and friends in civil life ashore. 

Admiral Michael M. Dennv 


Officers’ Divisional Course 


Advancement Prospects 


PROVIDENT HOUSE 
246 BISH0PSGATE, LONDON, E.C.2 

Telephone: BlShopsgate 5786 


THIS MONTH we will explain the 
new system of roster advancement in 
the Supply and Secretariat branches 
and also give the advancement pros¬ 
pects in the branches which were not 
included in the last month's issue. 

Supply and Secretariat Branches 

New Advancement Rosier System. 
—On passing for the higher rate. 
Supply and Secretariat ratings at 
present take their place on the 
advancement roster in seniority order, 
irrespective of the dale of passing. As 
a result, broadly speaking, a rating 
gets no benefit from qualifying early 
for higher rale. The new system, 
explained below, is simple but ingen¬ 
ious. and is designed to reward the 
keen rating who qualities early. 

It will apply to those ratings who 
pass professionally for the higher rate 
after May 31st. 1956. Anyone who 
passes before that date will continue 
to be placed on the roster on the 
present basis. 

The principle of the scheme is that 
a man’s basic date on the roster will 
be a date half way between his date 
of seniority in the rating held and the 
basic date of passing professionally 
for the higher rating: therefore, the 
earlier a man passes the better will be 
his haste position on the advancement 
roster compared with a man of equal 
seniority. A senior .rating who delays 
passing professionally will be drawn 
back on the roster instead of going 
at or near the top. while junior rat¬ 
ings who qualify early will tend to 
be some way up the roster instead of 
at the bottom. So the theory that it is 
a good thing to qualify for the higher 
rating as soon as possible has now 
a practical application in the Supply 
and Secretariat branches. 

The New System 

The new system applies only for 
advancement to the leading and petty 
officer rates. It docs not apply to 
advancement to the chief rate as there 
is no professional examination for 
that rate. Neither does this system 
apply to those petty officer writers and 
stores petty officers advanced during 
the war: such ratings must pass the 
written examination for petty officer 
before becoming eligible for the chief 
rate; when they pass they will con¬ 
tinue to go on the roster according 
to their seniority. 

Another change which the new sys¬ 
tem introduces is that of the waiting 
time before a rating can pass pro¬ 
fessionally for the higher rating At 
present Writer and Stores Assistants 
must have a year's seniority in the 
"able” rate before they can lake the 
examination for the leading rate. After 
May 31st. 1956. this waiting period 
of one year will be extended to all 
"able" and "leading" rates of the 
Supply and Secretariat branches. This 
means that Cooks. Leading Cooks and 
Stewards will not b^. able to apply 
for the examination for the higher 
rale (or for a course when this pre¬ 


cedes examination) until they have a 
year’s seniority in their rating. Lead¬ 
ing Writers. Leading Stores Assistants 
and Leading Stewards will not be able 
to take the examination for petty 
officer until they have a year's seni¬ 
ority as leading rating, although, of 
course, application may have to be 
made earlier in order to obtain the 
examination papers in time. 

A word of advice—it will be of 
some advantage to a rating who is 
senior, to pass professionally before 
the new arrangement comes into force. 
Any junior rating (except Writers and 
Stores Assistants) who can pass before 
May 31st. 1956. will not be subject 
to the one year waiting rule. 

The basic dates of passing profes¬ 
sionally of Stewards. Leading Cooks 
<S) and (O). Cooks (S) and (O). who 
pass the examination for the higher 
rate after a previous failure, have also 
been altered. If successful at the first 
attempt the basic date of passing will 
be as before, i.c.. the date of applica¬ 
tion for examination, or for course 
and examination where applicable. If 
a further attempt is necessary, this 
basic date will be the date of the 
actual examination and not the date 
of application as hitherto. 

The scheme is explained in detail 
in A.I-.O. 3235/55. which was included 
in the Notice Boards issue. 

Now lor the advancement prospects 
for 1956. in all the branches which 
were not mentioned in the last issue : 

Supply and Secretariat Branches 

Writer Branch .—-Chief Petty Officer 
Writers arc still overborne and 
advancement to that rate will con¬ 
tinue on "trickle" at the rate of two 
every six months. At present very 
junior Leading Writers arc being 
advanced to the petty officer rate, but 
when the almost bumper crop of 
successful candidates at the last 
examination join the roster at its 
adjustment in March, advancement 
will probably slow down, partly 
because of the large number who 
passed and partly because there will 
be fewer vacancies caused by releases 
in 1956. However, there will still be 
a steady advancement in vacancies 
and many of the Leading Writers 
qualified are very junior in their rat¬ 
ing. The roster for Leading Writer 
has just run dry and there should be 
plenty of vacancies in 1956; ratings 
who pass for the Leading Writer in 
1956 will not have long to wait for 
advancement. 

Stores (L).—There will probably be 
about six vacancies for the chief 
rating in 1956. There is still a short¬ 
age of petty officers and until a roster 
forms, ratings will continue to be 
advanced as soon as they are fully 
qualified and recommended. Advance¬ 
ment to the leading rate will continue 
in vacancies, probably at about the 
same rate as in 1955. 

Stores (SI —Because of a reduction 
in the number of chiefs required 
advancement will probably be on 


THE DAILY C.W. List is a constant 
reminder to its readers that there is 
an Officers' Divisional Course running 
throughout the year at the Royal 
Naval Barracks. Portsmouth. Not 
only arc senior officers appointed for 
refresher courses, but officers of all 
ranks and branch arc appointed to 
take the course at some early stage 
in their careers. It is the first’course 
that Branch Officers lake on being 
promoted. 

The object of the course is to give 
officers a brief introduction to Leader¬ 
ship. This may seem a strange state¬ 
ment to make as most of the syllabus 
is of administrative nature, but the 
Divisional Course is concerned with 
one of the many qualities of Leader¬ 
ship. and that is knowledge of the 
Man. The course is designed to 
instruct officers in divisional matters, 
to teach them how men arc recruited, 
trained, clothed, fed. punished, ad¬ 
vanced. etc., and to bring home to 
them their responsibilities as officers 
in charge of men. The syllabus in¬ 
cludes a variety of subjects which 
deal with: Welfare; Disciplinary 
mcasurcs; Service Certificates; Ad¬ 
vancement. and Entry and Training; 
to name a few. It provides a frame¬ 
work on which an officer can hang 
the knowledge which he will 
accumulate by experience in the years 
to come. 

The course is not limited to R.N. 
officers only, as it is Admiralty policy 
that R.N.Rs.. R.N.V.Rs. and Patrol 
Service officers should also attend. 
The following is a comprehensive list 
of officers, including those of Com¬ 
monwealth Navies, who at present 
undergo the Divisional Course:— 

Senior Officers (Refresher). 

Acting Sub-Lieutenants (Executive. 
Engineers and Electrical). 

l icet Air Arm Officers R.N. and 
R.N.V.R. (Includes Re-Entered). 
Air Officers (Short Service Air 
Officers). 

Lieutenants (A.) R.N.R. 

Acting Commissioned Officers (All 
Branches). 

Regular R.N.R. and R.N.V.R. 

Probationary R.N.R. 

R.N.R. Patrol Service. 

National Service Temporary Acting 
Probationary Sub - Lieutenants 
<E.) (L.). 

New Entries (Instructor Officers. 
Surgeon Lieutenants). 

Foreign Officers (one week only). 

Now that the eighteen-year-old 


Dartmouth entry training scheme ha* 
come into operation, officers who join 
the college will be taught the Divis¬ 
ional Course syllabus during their 
two years at Dartmouth. This does 
not mean that there is no longer a 
requirement for the Officers’ Divis¬ 
ional Course at Portsmouth, because 
the Dartmouth entry scheme will 
only affect the Acting Sub-Lieutenant* 
R.N. The remainder will continue to 
undergo the Divisional Course at 
Portsmouth. 

The course, which is deliberately 
kept short, is of two weeks duration. 
Detail is not taught, but emphasis is 
placed on books in everyday current 
use. and where to look for informa¬ 
tion. Three standard courses of 
instruction have been established to 
eater for:— 

1. Officers with previous limited 
experience. 

2. Acting Branch Officers. 

3. New Entries. 

The subject matter is virtually the 
same, the more advanced lectures 
being given to those with previous 
experience. 

Another important aspect of the 
course is that it is designed to give 
to the brand new naval officer an 
introduction to the Navy in general, 
and to the wardroom in particular. 
Thus all officers about to enter the 
wardroom for the first time in their 
careers arc shown not only how to 
take their place in Naval Mess life, 
but arc made to realise their obliga¬ 
tions as members of a mess. This 
includes the correct method of wear¬ 
ing uniform, and the high standard 
ot appearance required. 

With regards to the refresher 
course for senior officers, it is of two 
days’ duration, and is designed to 
bring an officer up to date on rules 
and regulations concerning all aspects 
of divisional matters. It is usual for 
Commanding and Executive Officers 
designate to take the refresher course 
before joining their ships or establish¬ 
ments, but officers of any branch are 
welcome. 

The average number of officers who 
pass through the Divisional Course 
is 1.150 per year. Because of the 
numbers involved it is advisable to 
apply for a course early, as it is not 
always possible to accept every 
applicant on the date chosen. Further 
details of dates of courses arc pub¬ 
lished in current A.F.Os. 

A.S.T. 


“trickle" of one every six months. A 
small roster has recently been formed 
for advancement to the petty officer 
rate; whether it grows or runs dry 
again depends on the numbers pass¬ 
ing this year, but ratings wishing to 
take advantage of the favourable 
conditions should make efforts to 
qualify as soon as possible. The rate 
of advancement to the leading rate is 
very similar to that for Leading Stores 
Assistants (V). the waiting period 
being about four years in the "able" 
rate (without any red recommenda¬ 
tions). 

Cook IS.)- \dsancement to the 
chief and petty officer rating will be 
in vacancies in 1956. At the moment 
estimated vacancies for chief arc 
eleven and for petty officer nineteen, 
but these are provisional figures only. 
The roster for Leading Cook (S) is 
still drv and advancement is immedi¬ 
ate for those who are fully qualified 
and recommended. 

Cooks (O).—Advancement to the 
chief rating is at present in vacancies, 
estimated at live for 1956; this branch 
is the smallest of the Supply Secre¬ 
tariat branches. The roster for 
advancement to Leading Cook (O) is 
small and the prospects of advance¬ 
ment very good. Advancement to 
Petty Officer Cook (O) is not so good: 
because of a fairly large reduction 
in numbers required there is an over¬ 
bearing of seventeen, and advance¬ 
ment will be by trickle at the rate ol 
two every six months until this over¬ 
bearing is eliminated by releases, etc. 

Steward .—If all goes well there 
should be at least six vacancies for 
chief petty officer in 1956. The roster 
for petty officer is very small and any 
rating who passes this year stands a 
good chance of being advanced cither 
this year or early next year. The 
roster for leading rate has just about 
run dry and there are plenty of 
vacancies in 1956. 

Before passing on to the other 
branches, a word or two about 
advancement to Leading Cook (S). 
Leading Cook (O) and Leading 
Steward. E.T.I is sometimes a hurdle, 
but it is worth an effort to pass as 
soon as possible—for young ratings 
the sooner this examination is passed 
the better. Some Commanding Officers 
arc prepared to recommend Admiralty 
to waive E.T.I in the case of ratings 
who have made a sustained but un¬ 


successful effort to pass, and are other¬ 
wise highly recommended for the 
leading rate. Mention must also be 
made here that six months ship 
service, cither in a seagoing ship or in 
the Reserve Fleet, is necessary before 
becoming eligible to be placed on 
the roster. It is advisable to look 
ahead and to obtain the seagoing 
qualification before passing for 
advancement. Volunteers for sea ser¬ 
vice to ijualify for advancement 
always receive sympathetic considera¬ 
tion. Whilst on the subject of sea 
service. Leading Stores Assistants 
should hear in mind that they also 
require six months ship service for 
advancement to the potty officer rate. 

Sick Berth Branch 

The roster for advancement to the 
chief rating is slightly overborne, but 
live advancements to that will prob¬ 
ably be made during this year. 
Advancement to the petty officer and 
leading rales will continue ill vacan¬ 
cies. 

Regulating Branch 

For 1956. advancement to Mastcr- 
al-Arms and Regulating Petty Officer 
will continue by trickle of two and 
four respectively, every six months. 

Shipwright Branch 

Four advancements to Chief Ship¬ 
wright will probably be made in 1956. 

Ordnance Branch 

The roster for advancement to 
Chief Ordnance Artificer is still dry 
and advancement to that rate will be 
immediate on becoming fully qualified 
and recommended. 

Sailmaker Branch 

The Admiralty recently instituted 
trickle advancement for Chief Sail- 
makers and Sailmakcrs. As a result 
of this trickle one advancement will 
be made to Chief Sailmaker during 
1956. The rosters for Sailmaker and 
Sailmakcrs Mate arc dry and advance¬ 
ment is immediate on becoming fully 
qualified and recommended. 

Artisan Branches 

A trickle advancement has also 
recently been instituted for advance¬ 
ment to the chief rate in all the 
artisan branches. The following 
advancements will be made in 1956 : 

One to Chief Blacksmith and Chief 
Painter. 

One advancement to Chief Joiner 
and Chief Plumber has already been 
made in January, 1956. 
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HIPS OF THE R OYAL ISA 

No. 5. II.M.S. CENTAUR 


Previous Ships of the Same Name 

1. 504 ions vessel, launched June 
11. 1746. 

2. 1,739 ions vessel (74 guns). was 
the French C'enlaur (74) taken in 
Boscawcn's action off Lagos. August 
18. 1759. 

Foundered in a hurricane on pass¬ 
age home front Jamaica. September. 
1782. Only Capt. Ingleficld and II 
others were saved. 

3. 1.842 tons (74 guns), built at 
Woolwich, launched. March 14. 1797. 
Broken up at Plymouth in 1819. 

4. Paddle Wheel Steam Frigate, built 
at Portsmouth, launched. October 6, 
1845. Broken up at Devonport in 
ISM. 

5. Light cruiser. 3.750 tons, built on 
the Tyne by Armstrong Whitworth & 
Co.. Ltd. Launched January 6. 1916. 
Completed. August. 1916. 

Upon her being succeeded by the 
Cairo in 1932 as Commodore D's. 
ship in the Home Fleet. The Times 
(July 26. 1932) stated: — 

"The Centaur has attained the age 
limit of 16 years, and is to be pre¬ 
pared for sale. She ends her career, 
as she started, with destroyers, for on 
her first commissioning in 1916 by 
Capt. (now Vice-Admiral) Barry 
Domvilc she joined the Harwich 
Force and became flagship of Admiral 
Sir Reginald Tyrwhith. who com¬ 
manded the flotillas there throughout 
the war. In 1919-20 she flew the broad 
pendant of Commodore M. Fitz- 
maurice in the Mediterranean. Agean 
and Black Sea: and in 1920-23 was in 
the Third Cruiser Squadron. Mediter¬ 
ranean. part of the time as flagship of 
Admirals Sir Cicorgc Hope and Sir 
Reginald Tyrwhith. Among her cap¬ 
tains have been W. de M. Egcrton. 


Henry Kitson, W. F. French and 
C. D. Burke: and since April. 1925. 
she has flown the broad pendants of 
Commodores Colin Maclean. W. dc M. 
Egcrton. R. C. Dalgish and E. O. B. S. 
Osborne. It is also worthy of record 
that the King of Sweden, at Stock¬ 
holm in 1930. and the King of 
Denmark at Aarhus in 1931 and 
1932. both hoisted their flags as 
Honorary Admirals in H.M. Fleet on 
board the Centaur." 

Transferred to Sale l.ist in October. 
1932. 

Present Centaur 

The present Centaur is a light fleet 
aircraft carrier of 18.300 tons, built 
at Belfast by Messrs. Harland and 
Wolff. Launched by H.R.H. The 
Duchess of Kent. April 22. 1947. 

The ship has an extreme length of 
737 feet (650 feet between perpen¬ 
diculars) and a beam of 90 feet. The 
extreme breadth is 120 feet 6 inches. 

The complement of the ship num¬ 
bers approximately 80 officers and 
950 ratings, exclusive of the Squadron 
personnel, which varies according to 
the number and type of aircraft 
embarked, but is normally between 
50 and 60 officers and between 250 
and 300 ratings. 

The Centaur is one of the first 
warships of its size to be completely 
fitted with canvas bunks for all rat¬ 
ings. These bunks arc portable and 
can be stowed during the day. so that 
the bunk spaces, which arc provided 
with nesting tables and chairs, may be 
used for recreational purposes. 

The living quarters have been 
arranged on the system which exists 
in HALS. Vanguard, with large din¬ 
ing halls close to the galleys, and 


with mess decks equipped with tubular 
steel furniture. Many of the living 
compartments arc fitted with air con¬ 
ditioned ventilation so that the 
temperature can be maintained at a 
congenial level in any climate. The 
catering arrangements arc highly 
mechanised and cooking is mainly by 
electricity. 

Electrical Installation 

It is estimated that some 250 miles 
of cables are installed in the Centaur, 
and that the shipbuilders were re¬ 
quired to make approximately a 
quarter of a million electrical con¬ 
nections to complete installation. 

Peak demands for electricity are 
met by the generating plant which 
has a total output of 3,200 kws. 

There are more than 700 electric 
motors in the ship. These range in 
size from large 100 h.p. motors for 
aircraft lifts down to fractional h.p. 
motors for a variety of services such 
as potato peelers, drinking water cool¬ 
ers. photo printing, paint mixing, 
collar ironing and ice cream making. 

The sound reproduction equipment 
fitted serves some 70 mess spaces, etc. 
Two large portable cabinet type 
loudspeakers arc provided for use on 
the flight deck and in the hangar. 
The system provides for gramophone 
recitals, ship studio broadcasts and 
also outside broadcasts with a choice 
of two programmes at each loud¬ 
speaker. 

Approximately 8.000 lighting points 
are installed. 2.500 of which arc 
fitted with twin lamp fluorescent 
fittings. 

Motto 

Motto: Celeriler ferox (Swiftly 
fierce). 


T H E ATTORNEY - GENERAL’S 
Office in Nicosia has officially drawn 
the attention of Lieutenant-Colonel 
T. M. Gray. D.S.O.. M.C.. Command¬ 
ing Officer of 40 Commando. Royal 
Marines, to the commendation of 
three Royal Marines by Mr. Justice 
Shaw. Senior Puisne Judge in Cyprus, 
at a Special Court in Nicosia, for 
their part in arresting a man sub¬ 
sequently convicted of attempted 
murder, and sentenced to imprison¬ 
ment for life. 

"At the conclusion of the case. 
Colonel Gray has been informed, 
“the Hon. Mr. Justice Shaw called 
before him three Marines, now serv¬ 
ing under your command, and 
addressed them with regard to the 
splendid example of courage and 
devotion to duty displayed by them 
in bringing about the arrest of the 
accused." 

The men concerned were Sgt. How¬ 
ard James (aged 27 years), whose 
home was formerly in Birmingham. 
M. A. J. Coughtrcy (aged 19). of 
Collin Street. Hemcl Hempstead. 
Herts, and M. K. J. Goodey (aged 
18). of Ambrey Cottage. Lower Ward- 
ington, Banbury. Oxon. Sgt. James's 
wife is now living in Malta. 

In the course of his judgment to 
the court. His Lordship said that 
Sgt. James and M. Coughtrey were 
under fire in a yard, but stood their 


Rank or rating 


Address. 


Photo postcards of H.M. Ships Theseus. Bulwark. 
Ocean and Eagle may be obtained (without 
coupons), price 6d. each including postage. 


WONDERFUL NEWS FOR NAVAL MEN! 

and for men who are always out-and-about 


This new Battery Dry Shaver 
is a complete unit with its 
own mirror & compact case. 
Batteries fit snugly into their 
own compartment & give 
200 shaving minutes for a 
shilling. Entirely indepen¬ 
dant of mains or any other 
electrical supply. 

£10.5.0 


Buy the new Battery Philishave. 

Supplied by 

“UNIF1T” 

40 MILITARY RD. CHATHAM. 

AVAILABLE ON THE ALLOTMENT SYSTEM 

Gravesend Chatham Portsmouth Weymouth 
Devonport Scotland Malta. 


AIR TRAINERS LIMITED 


ROYAL MARINES COMMENDED RY SENIOR CYPRUS JUDGE 


ground although onlv Sgt. James was "... I would like it to be put on 
armed. record that in my judgment M 

M. Coughtrey was the first to go Coughtrcy played a most gallant part 
into a darkened kitchen (to effect the in going into the kitchen. He was 
arrest), well aware that he was taking closely followed by Goodey. who 
his life in his hands as he went might also have been killed.” stated 
through the door. _ Mr. Justice Shaw. _ 

SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NAVY 
No. 5 — H.M.S. CENTAUR 

Please forward one postcard of H.M.S. Centaur, as reproduced 
at the top of this page, for which I attach stamp value lid. (Use 
block letters please.) 


ELECTRONICS 
IN AVIATION 


A CAREER in electronics is offered 
to young men «nd women prepared 
to work bird and undertake further 
training. Vacancies exist in tlia 
Development Division for Technical 
Assistants with knowledge of elect¬ 
ronics and/or aero-dynamics. H.N.C. 
or equivalent industrial experience. 
Successful applicants considered for 
promotion to Designers within one 
or two years of appointment. 
The illustration shows the A.T. 30 
Ilizh-SpeeJ Jet Trainer designed 
and manufactured by Air Trainers. 


WRITE FULLY STATINC ACE, EXPERIENCE AND WHEN 
AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW TO THE PERSONNEL OFFICER, 

AIR TRAINERS LIMITED 


AND 

INSTRUMENT 
FLYING TRAINERS 

BUCKS 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FLIGHT 
SIMULATORS 

AYLESBURY 


At your service . . . 

Curtiss) 

X ASONS.L™/' 

REMOVALS and WAREHOUSING 

PACKING FOR SHIPMENT 

13 Clarendon Road, Soulhsea 
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NAVY NEWS 


February, 1454 


W.R.N.S. NOTES 



Friendly Wives 


II.M.S. Victory 

A WARM welcome is extended to 
First Officer M. L. Sturdee. W.R.N.S.. 
who has relieved First Officer Foster- 
Hall. We hope that her stay here will 
be a very happy one. 

The W.R.N.S. of H.M.S. Victory- 
arc delighted to hear that Chief Wren 
Houtnphrcy has announced her en¬ 
gagement to Mastcr-at-Arms F. D. 
Robinson, and wish her every happi¬ 
ness in the future. 

I I.MJs. Vernon 

A party was held in the Wardroom 
of H.M.S. Vernon, on January 4. for 
the Naval Officers’ children. Slides, 
roundabouts, swings, a Father Nep¬ 
tune's Cave, and "Pirates” were some 
of the many attractions. For the 
"undcr-fivcs" the Wardroom annexe 
was gaily decorated, and small swings, 
tricycles, and a roundabout were in 
great demand. About forty-two child¬ 
ren. some with their mothers, 
attended. After tea. the children 
watched Cdr. Paish “cut" a giant 
Christmas pudding—Father Christmas j 
came out, and gave them all presents; 
and the children left at about five 
o'clock 

II.M.S. Excellent 

Second Officer Warrior, W.R.N.S., 
is being relieved by Second Officer 


W.R.N& I’nit. H.M.S. Excellent 


E H. Scott. W.R.N.S.. who comes 
from I.ec-on-Solcnt. where she has 
been Command W.R.N.S. Education 
Officer. It is hoped that she will be 
very happy in her new appointment. 

After many changes in the Island 
since she joined in April. 1951. 
Second Officer Warrior has been a 
"Barrack Stanchion” in the highest 
sense of the words. The W.R.N.S. 
Unit of H.M.S. Excellent would like 
to pay a personal tribute to Second 
Officer Warrior in extending to her 
their sincere appreciation of all that 
she has done there—particularly for 
all the lime she has given in working 
for the W.R.N.S. Benevolent Trust; 
and they wish her. after such a well- 
fulfilled job in the Island, every 
success and happiness for her vaca¬ 
tion in Canada, and her life as a 
civilian. 

On Thursday. January 5. Second 
Otliccr Warrior and l../Wrcn J. 
Edwards attended the very enjoyable 
annual Chris'mas Party at the Royal 
Naval and Roval Marines Children's 
Home. "Hoplields ” 

Excellent announces that t h e 
W.R.N.S. galley will have undergone 
a complete transformation in about 
two months' time, as it is now in pro¬ 
cess of being completely rebuilt and 


modernised. (Thoughts of "Ideal 
Home" I) 

Royal Marine Barracks 

The W.R.N.S. of R.M. Barracks 
will be very sorry indeed to say 
goodbye to Second Officer O. E. 
Archer. W.R.N.S., who is leaving at 
the end of January to take up her 
appointment at W.R.N.S. H.Q. 
Second Otliccr Archer has been 
Ollicer-in-Charge. W.R.N.S. Unit at 
R M B. since July. 1954. She is well- 
known as a Command Tennis and 
Badminton player, and the loss will 
be keenly felt by the Command. 

As Second Officer Archer’s relief, 
we welcome Third Officer M. E. 
Prior. W.R.N.S.. who is coming from 
Chatham, where she has been Com¬ 
mand W.R.N.S. Education Officer. 

W.R.N.S. at Portland 

For the first time since the war. 
W.R.N.S. arc again serving in H.M.S. 
Osprey. Two L./Wrcns and nine 
Wrens, who are members of the 
Tactical School at H.M.S. Vernon, 
moved to Portland in December, dur¬ 
ing the reconstruction of the school. 
Rumours have reached Portsmouth of 
the gay social life they arc enjoying. 


NORTH END BRANCH 

THE CHILDREN’S Party, an annual 
event, was held this year on January' 3 
in Fisher Hall. Whale Island. 

The children arrived at 3 p.m. and 
embarked 'on games and races or¬ 
ganised by C.P.O. Littlcwood, who 
very kindly acted as NEC. for the 
afternoon. Tea was served in the gaily 
decorated gym. and this was followed 
by a film show. At 5 p.m.. while the 
children were singing "Jingle Bells" 
in the dark. Father Christmas (C.P.O 
McCann) made his eagerly expected 
appearance, and the lights went up 
and he distributed presents to all the 
children before they went home. 

We were delighted to welcome to 
the party Capt. and Mrs. R. Casement. 
This was Mrs. Casement’s first ap¬ 
pearance as our new Chairman— 
though she is no stranger to many of 
us as she was a very keen and active 
member of our Branch a few years 
ago when Capt. Casement was serving 
at Whale Island as Commander—and 
we arc very happy to have her as our 
new Chairman. 

We hope that 1956 will be a very 
happy and successful year both for 
the Branch and all its members—and 
that many new members will join. 
Meetings are held on the first Tues¬ 
day of each month at Fisher Hall. 
Whale Island. 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

For particulars apply to the Hon. 
Secretary, Mrs. Hussey, 45 a Testing 
Road, Southsca. Tel. 33312. 

I H.M.S. VERNON BRANCH 
THE FIRST general meeting for 1956 
was held in the Wardroom Annexe. 
H.M.S. Vernon, on Wednesday. Janu¬ 
ary II. at 2.15 p.m. Mrs. J. Grant. 
Chairman, presided. 

After welcoming several new mem¬ 
bers. Mrs. Grant introduced Mrs. 
Thistleton-Smith. a former Chairman 
of the Chatham Branch R.N.F.U.S.W.. 
who had accompanied her husband. 
Rear-Admiral G. M. Thistleton-Smith. 
on the recent goodwill visit paid by 
the Home Fleet to Leningrad. 

Mrs, Thistleton-Smith. an accom¬ 


plished speaker, gave a most interest¬ 
ing and amusing account of her ex¬ 
periences behind the Iron Curtain, and 
her talk seemed all too short. A vote 
of thanks was proposed by Mrs. 
Brooks. 

The talk was followed by an amus¬ 
ing film entitled "The Prize is Paris." 
made with a private cine-camera in 
H.M.S. Vernon in 1934! 

A set of table mats was rallied by 
Mrs. Brewer and won by Mrs. 
Middleton. 

Mrs. Walmsley was in charge of the 
Stiles Table and the children were well 
looked after in the Guest Room by 
Mrs. Blackwell. 

Future Events 

Sewing meetings will lie held on 
February I and February 15 in the 
Wardroom Annexe at 2.15 p.m. 

The general meeting will be held 
on February 8 in the Wardroom An¬ 
nexe at 2.15 p.m. TTiis will consist of 
a Ballroom Dancing Exhibition fol¬ 
lowed by a Social Afternoon. 

New Members 

AH wives whose husbands have 
served in HALS. Vernon for any 
period and who are still serving in the 
Navy arc eligible for membership of 
this Branch, and will be very welcome 
at any meeting 

GOSPORT AND FARKIIAM 
BRANCH 

WE HAD a very good attendance at 
our meeting on January 5 and were 
delighted to welcome our new presi¬ 
dent, Mrs. Woods, wife of Rear- 
Admiral W J. W. Woods (Admiral 
commanding Submarines). We were 
entertained by Miss Steven’s Children's 
Dancing Troupe, which we all very 
much enjoyed. On Friday, January 20. 
we held our annual Dance and Social 
Evening which was a huge success. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday, 
February 2. at 2.30 p.nt. at the Sloone 
Stanley Hall. Crossways. Gosport. We 
arc always delighted to welcome new 
members. 


KEEPING PACE 

By Dr. Sydney M. Berry, M.A., Secretary of Congregational t nion of England and Wales 


THERE IS an old saying that the pace 
of a tleet is that of its slowest vessel, 
and there is a great truth in it. As 
long as ships are going to keep 
together it isn't the vessel with the 
greatest turn of speed which sets the 
pace, but the lumbering fellow who is 
always lagging behind, and who 
could do with a complete refit if he 
were worth the expense. 

Held Hack? 

Isn't it a bit like that in our own 
lives together as men in the nation, 
and in the world? Aren't we held back 
in every field of life by the slow 
fellows? Some of them won't think 
at all. and others just echo what 
someone else says. It is often said 
when a new idea is mentioned. "Oh 
that’s no good. Human nature won't 
stand for that. It's too far above 
their reach.” A good many new ideas 
have come to nothing because the 
vessel of human nature was too slow 
or perhaps too lazy to rise to the 
occasion. 

Must things always be like that? 


Isn't there any way in which we can 
get a move on? 

On the scientific and technical side 
we have certainly got the move on. 
There isn't a shadow of a doubt about 
that But although that is important, 
it is not the most important thing. It 
is line that we can travel to the other 
side of the world in about twenty- 
four hours flying time, but whether 
it makes real progress depends upon 
what we arc going to do when we get 
there. All very well that the world 
should be brought into our homes by 
television and radio, but not quite as 
fine as we think unless there is some¬ 
thing worth seeing and bearing. 

Keep Pace 

It is men themselves who must keep 
pace with all these wonderful new 
discoveries and powers. Wouldn’t it 
be a tragic thing if man himself 
proved to be the slowest vessel, hold¬ 
ing everything back because his spirit 
isn’t up to the standard of his equip¬ 
ment? That is a terrible possibility 
in these days, because unless we our¬ 


selves can use the powers we possess 
for our own and others' good, all the 
discoveries may prove to be curses 
rather than blessings. 

That is a question which comes 
home to each of us. for unless we 
make a move to a higher kind of life, 
nothing will happen. There is no 
gadget which can rid the world of 
its hatreds and suspicions, its greed 
and cruelty. That depends upon us 
and men like us. 

W ill You be One of Them? 

The Great Teacher put a question 
long ago which is still the greatest 
of all questions in the world today. 
"What shall it profit man if he gam 
the whole world and lose his own 
soul?" That is the touchstone of all 
our hopes. No good' at all if the dis¬ 
coverers place the whole world at our 
feet unless our souls arc alive and 
alert to what God is showing us and 
saying to us. We must be viewers and 
listeners in. in that larger sense if we 
want really to help. Will you be one 
of them? 


Chat ham Ropery Makes Special Ropes 
to Re-Rig H.M.S. Victory 


Seamanship 
Without Tears 

SEAMANSHIP WITHOUT,TEARS 
The following are questions, and 
the actual answers given by candi¬ 
dates in a recent Combined Cadet 
Force Seamanship Paper:— 

Q. What is the meaning of the ex¬ 
pression "Check Sheets”? 

A. Look at the boat to sec that the 
stern sheets arc present. 


Q. What is meant by “A trick at the 
wheel"? 

A. When the O.O.W. tells you to do 
something and you do something 
else, c.g., put the wheel to port 
instead of starboard. 


Q. What is the meaning of "Hold 
water”? 

A. Make sure that the plug is in the 
boat. 

Q. Two steam vessels are approaching 
each other head on. What avoid¬ 
ing action should each take, and 
what sound signal, if any. should 
they make? 

.4. Both turn to starboard. No signal 
is necessary, but if one has to be 
mad (sic) it would be two short 
blasts. 


THE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE 

PORTSMOUTH COMMAND COMMITTEE 
OF THE W.R.N.S. BENEVOLENT TRUST 

will be held in the 

DUCHESS OF KENT BARRACKS 

on 

WEDNESDAY, 29th FEBRUARY, 1956 

under 'he Chairmanship of the Commander-in-Chief. Portsmouth 

ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET SIR GEORGE E. CREASY, 
G.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.V.O. 

The Speaker will be:— 

DAME MARY LLOYD, D.B.E., 

Director, W.R.N.S., (Retd.) 


All ex-W R.N.S. Officers and Wrens are cordially invited to attend 


TO THE Ropery at H.M. Dockyard. 
Chatham, where the Victory was built 
and launched, has gone the order for 
the special rope needed to replace her 
rigging at Portsmouth. Work has al¬ 
ready been started on giving Nelson’s 
last llagship her most extensive re- 
rigging since 1946. and it is expected 
that it will be completed in time for 
Portsmouth "Navy Days” in August 
of this year. 

The rope to be used will be made 
in the same long timber-built rope 
walks at Chatham as that required in 
refitting the Victory five years before 
Trafalgar after she had been used as 
a prison hospital ship in the River 
Medway in the closing years of the 
eighteenth century. 

The work for the Ropery, now the 
only Admiralty rope-making estab¬ 
lishment, includes the manufacture of 
rarely laid shroud-line and cable- 


shroud ropes. It will be supervised by 
59-years-old Mr. W J. Blackler, fore¬ 
man of the Ropcty, with sonic 
forty-five years' experience as a rope- 
maker. who was employed in making 
the rigging for the Victory before she 
was opened to the public at Ports¬ 
mouth in September. 1927. when the 
making of cable-shroud ropes was an 
almost forgotten art in Naval dock¬ 
yards. 

The present Ropery at Chatham 
dates from 1785, although an earlier 
building was in existence before that 
date, and meets the needs of Naval 
ships and establishments in all parts 
of the world. The method of making 
rope has gone almost unchanged since 
the days of Nelson, except that 
women arc now employed in some 
of the operations and machines 
spread and draw the raw hemp, a task 
carried out by hand by men a 
century and a half ago. 


Record Review 


THE NEW YEAR produced many an 
interesting recording, particularly in 
association with the bicentenary of the 
birth of Mozart. Many of his more 
familiar works have received new 
recordings but 1 would draw your 
attention to two beautiful, yet rarely 
heard, works written for the church. 
Professor Anthony Lewis conducts 
the Boyd Neel Orchestra and the St. 
Anthony Singers in well balanced 
recordings with performances of care 
and appreciation. Both works arc 
Litanies; the “Litaniac de Vencrabilis 
Altaris" in E fiat (K.243) includes 
extra wind parts and is a marked 
advance upon the earlier “Litaniac 
ljurctanae" in D (K.I95). Jenifer 
Vyryan. Nancy Evans, William 
Herbert and George James arc the 
soloists and the catalogue numhcis 
are: Oiscau-Lyrc O.L. 50086 and 
50085 respectively. 

Two thrilling performances of 
Rossini overtures will give enjoyment 
to many and offer good omen for the 
release, by Dccca. in the near future 
of more of these happy operatic pre¬ 
ludes. The Overtures to "I he Barber 
of Seville” and "The Italian Girl in 
Algiers" are played with zest and 
enthusiasm by the London Philhar¬ 
monic Orchestra, conducted by Georg 
Solti (L.W. 5207). 

Raphael Kubelik, the distinguished 
Czechoslovakian conductor, with the 


Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, have- 
recorded a playing complete set ol 
the Slavonic Dances of Dvorak. 
Although many will find faults with 
points in one or two dances, this 
makes an excellent set and I only 
wish I cotdd recommend the per¬ 
formance of the overture to "Romeo 
and Juliet" by Tchaikovski, which 
occupies the fourth side. However, 
the Dvorak is, I think, worth the 
money (Decca LXT 5079-80). 

Let our Royal Marine bauds listen 
to the music written for the bands of 
Louis XIV. Here (Tclefunken TWV 
91092) is a recording of extreme in¬ 
terest. played by the Collegium 
Musicum de Paris, of the military 
music of the late 1 7th century, includ¬ 
ing marches, fanfares and music for 
timpani by Couperin, Lully, Philidor, 
Mourct and Lalandc. 

The dance band drummers might 
do well to listen to the "Concert Arts 
Percussionists" from America perform¬ 
ing (!) a “Concert for Percussion" by 
Milhand and a "Toccata for Percus¬ 
sion" by Chavez. The former work is 
worth more, musically but cannot 
compare with the third work, recorded 
on Capitol CTL 7094, Bertok's "Music 
for Strings. Percussion and Celesta" 
—this played by the Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra, conducted by 
Byrnes. 

G M M. 









Tit AMPS Alt!tOAh 


"MMer Dca-kins!" How often 
from the bridge have I heard that 
angry megaphoned roar when enter¬ 
ing the harbour of Hong Kong, 
which with the possible exception of 
one's Home Port after a two years' 
commission, can be considered the 
most beautiful in the world! 

And just as often, have I hurriedly 
pushed my sketching pad down the 
V of my tropical shirt and hurriedly 
taken my place for "Stations for 
entering harbour” neatly sized be¬ 
tween the Medical Officer and the 
Major R.M. 

Days at sea with all the time in the 
world and then to be frozen into rigid 
immobility, pencil twisting and turn¬ 
ing in impatient fingers as scene after 
scene of intrinsic beauty pass before 
one's eyes. 

Messdcck “dodgers" Boatswain and 
Gunners Parties. Hold Party, messen¬ 
gers who normally find their duties 
too important for such an occasion, 
yet all these cause the Commander 
to be impressed at his sudden in¬ 
crease in complement when Hong 
Kong is reached. 

How contented must be the Keeper 
of Raglan Lighthouse! It stands on 
a little island at the entrance to the 
channel leading to Hong Kong har¬ 
bour, and through the lovely inlet 
sheltered by green hills pass hundreds 
of Chinese junks, the most beautiful 
handiwork of man. 

Hong Kong is a British Colony 
and is situated on the South Hast 
coast of China. 100 miles south of 
the Tropic of Cancer. Its area is just 


-' Ti 

over half that of Greater London, a 
mere dot in the vast expanse of China, 
but a mo-t important dot. 

With the present Asiatic trend of 
"Down with Colonialism" let us trust 
that the trade and information which 
passes through to the Chinese Com¬ 
munist Government will compel them 
not to try any funny business. 

The settlement was founded by 
British refugees from Canton in 1841 
and ceded to Britain the following 
year by the Treaty of Nanking which 
ended the Opium War. 

The small peninsula of Kowloon 
which commands the harbour anchor¬ 
age. was ceded in 1860 and the hilly 
stretch of country between the town 
and the border of China, known as 
the "New Territories" was acquired 
on a 99 years* lease in 1899. 

Gallant Resistance 

Owing to the Washington Treaty of 
192102. the town was very little forti¬ 
fied. and despite the gallant resistance 
of the local garrison and volunteers, 
it was easily captured by the Japanese 
on Christmas Day, 1941". and occupied 
by them until August 15th. 1945. 

Hong Kong is administered by a 
Governor who is responsible to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies in 
England. 

It is said that "Hong Kong is the 
Port and the Port Hong Kong." More 
ships enter this beautiful harbour 
annually than any other port in the 
world. 

The climate is sub-tropical and of 
a monsoonal type. The port lies in 


the typhoonal path and averages 25 
typhoons yearly. It was in September. 
1937. that the port suffered its great 
blow by storm damage, when 28 large 
ocean going steamers were stranded. 
1.250 junks were sunk and 11,000 
people were drowned. 

Countless impressions cross my 
mind as 1 type this article. ... Of a 
sampan propelled by half dozen 
Chinese girls in black silk trousers 
and coloured pyjama coats, with our 
own ship's name embroidered on a 
green flag fluttering on its bow, very- 
dainty and dignified but very able, 
offering and giving their assistance to 
the protesting cable officer as the ship 
moved to moorings. 

Sampans and more sampans, the 
harbour alive with them, sampans 
spewed from the shore in all direc¬ 
tions. and in no time, sampans 
clustered round every inch of the 
ship's side. Papa sits on the overhang¬ 
ing stem, a long oar thrust beneath a 
chicken coop. Mama with babe on 
hack (quite contented) propels a heavy 
looking oar from forward, and amid¬ 
ships a conglomeration of babies and 
aged folk; animals and birds; pots 
and pans; baskets; nets and sails; the 
complete home (and no rates or 
taxes). 

Overcrowded City 

Topping the mist covered hills, 
modern houses and hotels: homes 
for those who can afford them; 
buildings taking shape inside a web¬ 
bing of crazy bamboo scaffolding on 
every available flat surface: homes 
and shops and business premises for 
the two and a quarter million people 
. . . two and a quarter thousand 
thousand people! People everywhere! 
Overcrowded buses, trams, shops, 
houses, ferries, pavements, roads, and 
a densely packed waterfront of four 
storied tenement houses, sampans and 
junks dominated by two skyscrapers, 
the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank 
and the Bank of China, symbolising 
the mainstay of Hong Kong com¬ 
merce. Prosperity and squalor hand 
in hand. 

Hong Kong owes its prosperity to 
free trade, its strategic location and 
its political security. Of its two and 
a quarter million population 98 per 
cent are Chinese. 

With the dollar at Is. 3d. compared 
to the Singapore dollar of 2s. 4d. one 
can really pile up the "rabbits." The 
shops arc crammed with silks and 
satins and merchandise of every 
1 description, and every street is cram- 


LAUNCHING OF NEW TUG 


H.M. Tug 

H.M. TUG Confident was launched 
at the shipyard of Messrs. A. J. Inglis 
Ltd.. Glasgow-, on Tuesday, January- 
17. 1956, at 2 p.m. 

The ceremony was performed by- 
Mrs. Denis Rcbbeck. wife of a direc¬ 
tor of the company, and the religious 
service was conducted by the 
Reverend David Mitchell, M.A.. 
Minister of East Parish Church. 
Greenock. 

med with shops. One can order a 
sandalwood chest and sit at leisure in 
a dark musty cellar watching it being 
carved by an impassive craftsman, 
chiselling away for hours in the dim 
light. 

Then taking the bus to Aberdeen, 
a small fishing village over the hill, 
you will be jolted into an appetite, 
and you'll probably have a couple of 
charming Chinese children on each 
knee. But it's fun. the people think 
it is fun. and it is these funny things 
which make the sailor the country's 
best ambassador. And so to Aber¬ 
deen. A short trip by sampan for a 
few cents (unless you allow yourself 
to become sentimental over the dove- 
like eyes of the pyjama clad crew and 
then it will cost a dollar) to the float¬ 
ing restaurant called Yuc I.cc Tai 
(Peaceful Fish Profit), there in large 
glass tanks arc fish of every variety, 
swimming freely. Take your choice; 
watch it being caught and cleaned; 
then sip tea whilst the fish is being 
cooked and marvel at the speed with 
which the locals manipulate the Mah 
Jong pieces at the adjoining tables. 

Should you have sufficient cncrry. 
then walk back to town, and wonder 
at the beauty of the bays and inlets 
with the reflection of masts and sails 
on the silky water. Perhaps then the 
ferry to Kowloon (a ferry service 
which would put the Portsca and 
Gosport service to shame) for an 
evening's entertainment at theatre or 
night club, but better still a trip to 
the top of Hong Kong Peak to see 
the million and one lights spread out 
like a fairyland beneath, of the town 
and of Kowloon across the crowded 
harbour. 

By day or night, Hong Kong is a 
fairyland. 

You may see Naples and die, but 
to see Hong Kong, who would wish 
to die? 


Confident 

H.M. Tug Confident is the second 
of a new class of twin-screw diesel- 
driven tugs built for H.M. Dockyards. 
The first, H.M. Tug Confiance, was 
launched in November. 1955. Accom¬ 
modation is provided for a company 
of seven officers, twenty-two crew and 
a salvage party of one officer and 
eight men. 

The length overall is 154 ft. 9 ins., 
and displacement (loaded) 760 tons. 


HOME FLEET EXERCISES 
& CRUSE 

THE HOME Fleet sailed from home 
ports towards the end of the month 
for its spring exercises and cruise 
programme. 

On January 16 units under the com¬ 
mand of the Flag Officer, Flotillas 
(Rear-Admiral R. G. Onslow. C.B., 
D.S.O. and three Bars), assembled at 
Portland to test and tunc equipment 
and shake down before sailing on 
January 20 in company with two air¬ 
craft carriers of the Training Squad¬ 
ron—HALS. Theseus and H.M.S. 
Ocean. 

On January 19, the new Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Home Fleet 
(Admiral Sir John Ecclcs. K.C.B., 
K.C.V.O., C.B.E.). in HALS. Tyne, 
sailed from Portsmouth direct for 
Gibraltar, where the Fleet will be 
based until towards the end of March. 

Ships of the Training Squadron, to- 

8 ether with HALS. Duchess and 
I.M.S. Diamond, were detached from 
the force proceeding under the Flag 
Officer, Flotillas, on Jnnuaiy 25 to 
visit ports in Northern Spain, while 
the remainder of this force proceeded 
to join HAI.S. Tyne at Gibraltar. 

Harbour drills will take place at 
Gibraltar and ships will proceed to 
visit further foreign ports and to take 
part in exercises. Ships of both the 
Home and Mediterranean Fleets will 
take part in combined exercises in the 
Mediterranean in March, beginning 
on March 5. Ships taking part will 
include the aircraft carrier Ark Royal, 
several Daring class ships, destroyers 
and frigates. 

Ships of the Home Fleet will return 
to their home ports by the end of 
March. 


Wherever you find progress 

you will also find 
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FORK LIFT TRUCKS 

speeding the handling of materials. 
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COVENTRY CLIMAX ENGINES LTD. COVENTRY 


Pioneers oj the small diesel fork lift truck. 
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Have YOU a personal problem, . 


ASK JOHN ENGLISH 


? Reflections on Soviet Sport 

John Disley, whose official post is chief instructor at Plas y Brenin, the C.C.P.R.’s Snowdonia 



Make the most of your 

MONTHLY ALLOTMENT! 


DO YOU KNOW—that Currys special purchasing 
facilities for serving personnel enable you to 
obtain a wide selection of goods — on very 
favourable terms. 

The BROADCASTER GRAMETTE 

Just plug it into the mains and it will play 
any record, cither standard or long-playing 
OVER ITS OWN LOUD-SPEAKER. 

| (|1 or 32/2 deposit A 

J o ruc and eight monthly 

■ 4 payments of 32/2 fTT 


Victory Housing Estate 
I AM in possession of a house on 
the Victory Estate but 1 shall be leav¬ 
ing the Navy in two years' time and 
am rather worried as to what hap¬ 
pens when 1 do. Can I be given notice 
to quit immediately, or do 1 have to 
be found alternative accommodation. 
Since I have lived there all the people 
who have left have gone to houses on 
other estates. I have been on a hous¬ 
ing list in London for eight years but 
as it seems unlikely that I will get a 
house in London yet. should 1 put 
my name on Portsmouth's housing 
list. I will close hoping for an early 
reply. 

Answer: In reply to your query re¬ 
garding your tenancy of a house on 
the "Victory" estate. I understand 
that when you look over the tenancy 
it was made clear to you that you 
would he expected to find other 
accommodation when yon leave the 
Service. 

The Society will allow you three 
months from when your lime in the 
Royal Navy expires to find other 
accommodation. 

You can enter your name on the 
local Council list at any time, or your 
wife could call at the office in 
Clarence Parade. You should read 
A.F.O. 2066153 which explains the 
position of Service personnel on 
council lists. 

Reservist Pay 

1 DONT know if this should be ad¬ 
dressed to John English or not. But 
1 would like to know the reason why 
a private in the Army gets as much 
reserve pay as a P.O. in the R.N. 

Answer: Your query about com¬ 
parative rates of pay in the Army 
and Fleet reserves is outside the scope 
of this column. It is pointed out that 
remuneration in tile R.F.R. and 
R.N.V.R. is not the same, and it ap¬ 
pears that the different conditions of 
service in the A rmy and Fleet reserves 
must account for many differences in 
rates of pay. / am. however, not able 
to answer questions about pay and 
conditions of Army reservists. 

Purchase of Discharge 

SEEING YOUR reply to a letter in 
Navy News about the purchase of 


Submarine O.C.A. 

South East Kent Branch 
THIS BRANCH meets quarterly on 
the second Monday of January. April. 
July and October at the Stag Hotel, 
'rhe Strand, Walmcr, at 7.45 p.m. All 
Submariners arc welcome. The 
Annual Dinner of this branch, unlike 
that of most others, is open to the 
wives and sweethearts of members. 
This year the annual dinner will 
take place at Deal. Tickets (12s. 6d. 
each) arc obtainable from the honor¬ 
ary secretary. Mr. M. T. Fowler. 31 
Thornbridgc Road. Deal. Kent. The 
secretary will be pleased to answer 
any queries from those who intend to 
seek membership. 

West Riding Branch 
The committee meetings of this 1 
branch arc held on the last Monday 
of every month at the Rose and 
Crown Hotel. Clcckhcaton. Yorkshire, 
at 7.30 p.m. General meetings, for the 
benefit of members, arc held at 
various places throughout the region 
(first Monday of every month at 7.30 
p.m.). and notices of such meetings 
arc circularised in good time. Intend¬ 
ing members should write to the 
honorary secretary, Mr. R. G. S. 
Rcadc. 20 Rookwith Parade. Idle. 
Bradford. 


discharge from the R.F.R.. I would 
like to know how I can (if possible) 
purchase discharge from the R.N. 

I signed on for a continual service 
engagement of ten years, of which I 
have completed a year. Before I 
joined up 1 was an engineering 
draughtsman (trained). I was earning 
much more than 1 receive now, and 
I have a grammar school education. 
The problem of how much it would 
cost does not bother me. as I would 
pay £200 to get outside again; my 
father owns his own business and his 
income is about £1.500 a year. Please 
advise me as 1 do not want to do 
anything rash. Hope to hear from you 
in the near future. 

Answer: In reply to your letter of 
January 8. 1956. the present arrange¬ 
ment for ratings to purchase discharge 
require men to have completed three 
years' service before becoming 
eligible. I am afraid that you will 
have to continue to serve for another 
two years and I do hope you will be 
able to accept this and to try and 
make the best of things. It is surely 
no worse than your National Service 
lime would be. Your Divisional 
Officer and the Chaplains are both 
available and ready to help you in 
every way possible. 

The regulations on discharge by 
purchase are in Q.R. and A.I. Articles 
0863 and 0865 as amplified by A .F.O. 
676/54 and I advise you to ask your 
Divisional Officer to show you these 
orders. 

You must appreciate that you have 
signed a legal contract with the Ad¬ 
miralty and the manning authorities 
must be able to rely on these engage¬ 
ments. and you will require a reason 
for purchasing your discharge. Your 
case will not be considered as one of 
"exceptional compassionate grounds" 
and I think you should try and find 
another job offering you better pay 
and prospects as a "good and sub¬ 
stantial reason" for discharge. 

The amount of purchase money re¬ 
quired if your discharge is approved, 
after you have completed three years' 
service would be £80. 

I do strongly advise you to see your 
Divisional Officer or Chaplain, and 
please write again to me if there is 
anything more I can do. 


R.N. FILM 
CORPORATION 


National Recreation Centre, is the British 3,000 metres steeplechase champion and has recently been 
named “Sportsman of the Year” by the Sports writers* Association. 


Recent Release to the Fleet 


Small Town Girl (Mctro-Goldwyn 
Mayer). 

Trial (Mctro-Goldwyn Mayer). 
Remains To Be Seen (Mctro-Goldwyn 
Mayer). 

The Tender Trap (Mctro-Goldwyn 
Mayer). 

Simon and laiura (J. Arthur Rank 
Film Distributors). 

The Desperate Hours (Paramount). 
East of Eden (Warner Bros.). 


The delay in the publica¬ 
tion of Navy News Ls very 
much regretted. It has been 
occasioned by a dispute in 
the printing trades. 


AFTER THE 1952 Olympic Games. 
Chief Coach Geoff Dyson preached 
a sermon entitled “Lessons of 
Helsinki.” It was a lecture he gave 
many times pointing out the reasons 
for Britain's fall off the gold stand¬ 
ard. After last September's Britain 
versus U.S.S.R. match, he could well 
devise a sequel called "A Moscow- 
prelude to Lessons of Melbourne”! 
For as the statistical history books 
show. Britain was well and truly van¬ 
quished by 220 points to 141 points. 
Russia taking twenty-four first places 
out of the thirty-one events. 

The result was little different from 
what was expected in this meeting 
between the World’s second athletic 
nation and the World's fourth power. 
Obviously, with Russia just beginning 
to tighten her hold on the men's 
events as she has done with the 
women's, medals of any colour arc 
going to be at a premium in the 1956 
Games. Even "King" America will be 
hustled along in the unofficial journal¬ 
istic “point score ratings.” Inciden¬ 
tally. the novel Russian procedure of 
bracketing men's and women's scores 
together is probably an attempt to 
establish a method of scoring which 
would be favourable to them in the 
event of a straight match with the 
U.S.A. What a meet this would be' 

A bad day 

It is well known that a person's im¬ 
pression of a place can be made or 
marred by a single incident. So many 
of the British team, in fact forty-one 
of them, failed to beat the Russian 
second strings and had a bad day at 
the hands and feet of Vladimir Kuts. 
Nina Otkalenko and their red-vested 
friends, that they were glad to sec the 
athletically shallower waters of 
Czechoslovakia, and the back of 
Dynamo Stadium and the Kremlin. 

My impressions of Moscow and 
Soviet sport are not so dimmed by 
"unfortunate incidents"; in fact, an 
incident lasting 8 minutes 44.2 seconds 
made my trip! 

A few were fortunate enough to 
enhance their reputations. Chataway 
ran his usual 4.700 metres and raced 
300. Hcwson did much the same, toy¬ 
ing with the opposition until the last 
half-minute of the 1.500 metres. Jack 
Parker established himself as Europe's 
No. I over the high hurdles. Jean 
Scrivens produced an inspired finish 
to win the 200 metres and Thelma 
Hopkins gained our one and only 
field event win. 

1 was incredibly lucky, for with 
two listless seasons behind me, I 
suddenly found myself fifty yards 
faster than in Helsinki, 1952, for 
apparently no more reason than that 
I am a year older than last year. This 
improvement was enough to beat 
Vlasenko and also his listed World 
Record, and to make me an Honoured 
Master of Sport — British press 
version! 

Dynamo Stadium 

Dynamo Stadium is an impressive 
place on a hot afternoon with 80.000 
spectators seated around the very fast 
red cinder track. Lenin and Stalin 
watch the runners come into the back 
straight and the high banks of the 
terraces arc topped with red flags. 
The proceedings from the initial 
parade of teams with its flower pres- 
I entations and speeches to the final 
relays were outstanding in organisa¬ 


tion. Event followed event with speed 
so bewildering that to the athletes 
waiting in the viewless dressing- 
rooms. the details of the match were 
lost—the only obvious fact was that 
we were receiving a beating even 
worse than in the pre-war match with 
Germany in Cologne. One by one, 
defeated athletes returned from the 
track impressed by the finishing speed 
and strength of the Soviet athletes. 

Reasons for failure 

We were outclassed—of that there 
was no doubt. But why? Many reas¬ 
ons can be produced and were 
produced. First, that Russia is a 
nation of 180 million. Britain only 50 
million. This is a reasonable assump¬ 
tion on the surface, but on reflection 
I doubt, because of the geographical 
si/c of Russia, whether Russian sport 
can reach as many prospective ath¬ 
letes as British physical education 
can. Secondly, that Russian coaches 
are better than British. This I think is 
untrue; of all the Soviet coaches I 
met, only one, Korokov. measured up 
to our National Coaches. The rest 
seemed to rely on the "hard work" 
theme alone. Thirdly, that training 
facilities arc better in Russia. Here 
again 1 very much doubt it. Flying 
over Russia from Leningrad, there 
was no evidence of a track in every 
village, neither did the facilities in 
Moscow seem any better than in 
London. Remember, too. that winter 
snow restricts outdoor work for many 
events. Fourthly, that Russian ath¬ 
letes get more time to train. Here I 
think is part of the answer and more 
of this in a moment. Finally. 1 think 
that Geoff. Elliott, the polc-vaultcr, 
had a valid reason for our defeat. He 
said that the Russian athletes really 
put everything into their efforts, they 
gritted their teeth, swore to them¬ 
selves and concentrated all their ener¬ 
gies on a determination to win. "Our 
chaps," said Elliott, "just went 
through the motions!" 

1 wonder if years of preaching that, 
“the game’s the thing," "be a good 
loser," and "the important thing is 
taking part and not winning.’’ has not 
built up a psychological barrier to 
winning in British youth? 

The Russian Attitude 

Granted that the facilities in 
Russia arc about the same as ours, 
and the coaching not as good, why 
then did we do so badly? The main 
reason is without a doubt the Russian 
attitude to sport. 

They regard their star performers 
in sport with the same reverence as 
they regard their prima ballerinas and 
leading sopranos. That is, as artists 
who not only entertain and inspire 
the public but increase national 
prestige abroad. Kuts breaking the 
5.000 metre world record is as much 
a national asset as Olga Lcpcschinsk- 
aya dancing in "Lc lac dcs Cygncs.” 
or Goar Gasparan singing Mozart's 
"Queen of the Night." All three arc 
showing that the Soviet way of life 
produces great talent and allows it to 
develop. 

We in this country may say and 
keep on saying tlyit sport is recreation 
and not attached to politics in any 
way. And this is correct, as long as 
you stay out of international sport! 
Once committed to a programme of 
international matches, tpen. even if we 


don't do it ourselves, we must expect 
others to make comparisons. 1 know 
this is true, because I know just how 
much our Embassies in other coun¬ 
tries hope and pray that the visiting 
British team puts up a good perform¬ 
ance. preferably winning. Because it 
will make a world of difference to 
their efforts to sell Britain abroad! 

The lop of a pyramid 

There may be little enough reason 
for linking success at sport with the 
rest of a nation's way of life. But 
there is a very close connection 
between international success at sport 
and a country’s physical education 
programme. For a champion is not 
up in the air on his own. The star 
performer stands at the top of a pyra¬ 
mid. and the higher he stands, the 
greater the base of that pyramid must 
be. That is to say, the country that 
produces the most champions must be 
the country that gives an opportunity 
to the largest number of young people 
to compete in sport. 

I believe that many British officials 
in sport sec this problem as I do. The 
rest arc probably using the "we play 
for fun" ploy in much the same way 
as the "poor food" excuse was used 
to explain our losses after the war. 

Crowd's technical appreciation 

The Russians take their sport 
seriously. The technical appreciation 
of the Dynamo crowd for Krivonosov 
throwing the hammer over 200 feet 
was similar to the acclamation of the 
audience in the Bolshoi for a particul- 
larjy difficult jump in the ballet. 
Failures such as a lapped runner were 
not clapped is la White City. Instead 
they were assailed by shrill whistles 
of disapproval, much the same as a 
theatre crowd greet a bad perform¬ 
ance. 

Soviet athletic officials, with no 
financial worries limiting their schemes 
or dictating their programmes, can 
arrange meetings when and where 
they like and provide training camps 
for their athletes. For instance, after 
the October Russian championships, 
all the likely prospects for next year 
were given the opportunity to com¬ 
pete in the Ukraine, where the 
weather was warm enough for ath¬ 
letics until late November. Also thirty 
of the top Soviet athletes spent the six 
weeks before Christmas in China. 
There they underwent intensive train¬ 
ing in similar weather conditions to 
that expected next year in Australia. 

How do the athletes get the time 
off to do all this preparation? Well, 
many of them arc students cither in 
Universities or factories. As the State 
is always the employer, it can afford 
to be generous in its interpretation of 
time off, and in its interpretation of 
work! A professional attitude? 1 won¬ 
der if it is any more morally profes¬ 
sional than the American University 
system of “you break the record— 
we'll give you the degree"? 

With this “nothing left to chance" 
attitude coupled with the Russian 
athletes' determination to do well, 
there is no doubt that the U.S.S.R. 
will dominate the U.S.A.. Hungary 
and the rest of the world in sport in 
a few years' time. 

We in this country can only stay in 
striking distance by adopting a niorc 
realistic attitude to our sport and to 
our sportsmen. 


TEETH FOR THE CARRIERS 
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post and whether there is any parti¬ 
cular locality in which they would 
like to serve. It may not be possible 
to meet their wishes as to where they 
should work, but they will be given 
sympathetic consideration. 

Prison Officers get cither free 
accommodation for themselves and 
their families or a rent allowance. At 
most prisons they can if they wish 
get mid-day meals in Officers' Messes 
at approximately cost price. Uniforms 
and shoes are provided free except 
that at Borstals Officers wear plain 
clothes and receive a clothing allow¬ 
ance. 

There arc 84 hours of duty a fort¬ 
night, excluding meal times. Work is 
planned on a shift system, which 
varies with individual establishments; 
normally shifts arc arranged in 
twelve consecutive days of duty, fol¬ 
lowed by two rest days, in such a 
way that on Saturdays and Sundays 
half the stalf arc on duty, while the 


MOTOMUVG VOTES 


POST SERVICE CAREERS 

PRISON OFFICERS 


AT THIS time of the year breakdown 
wagons are usually fairly busy pull¬ 
ing in all sorts of crashed vehicles 
from the roadside. Friday. January 


if you arc careful only the slightest 
movement is usually necessary." liter¬ 
ally a twitch of the wheel in the 
correct direction should suffice. The 
brakes must be treated with the 
greatest reserve since heavy braking 
whilst skidding or whilst cornering on 
ice invariably results in complete loss 
of control. Because of this you should 
allow twice the usual distance for 
stopping, and when following another 
vehicle it is wise to leave a gap of 
JO to 40 yards to give ample room 
for avoiding action. 

Second-hand sallies 

As a result of the "Credit squeeze" 
and restrictions on hire purchase, 
there has been a steady decline in 
secondhand car values during the past 
few months. Hardest hit of all have 
been the prewar cars which are now 
at least fifteen sears old. whilst even 
post-war small cars such as the 
0 f I Morris Minor have dropped heavily 
1 in value. 

This decline will no doubt continue 
for a week or so until the spring de¬ 
mand makes itself felt. At the 
moment, however, many dealers with 
money locked up in old stock are 
only loo glad to consider otters on 
their cars and it seems quite a good 
time to go bargain hunting, l or the 
owner who wishes to part exchange 
his car for something better, this fall 
in values must be faced. All you can 
do is to drive as hard a bargain as 
possible. 

Motor Insurance 

Motorists arc often rather ignorant 
As to the actual art of driving about the terms of their insurance 
under icy conditions the rules arc very policy and continue to pay the same 
simple. Most important is a moderate premium year after year regardless 
speed and absolute caution all the that the value of the vehicle is dcclin- 
time. A velvet touch on the steering ing. In the ease of comprehensive 
wheel, accelerator and brakes is csscn- cover many people arc under the im- 
tial. anil one should be on the qui pression that because they pay a 
i*tvc to check any skid before it has premium on a high value they will be 
a chance to develop. The method of paid that amount if (he vehicle is 
checking a skid, of course, is to turn written off. This is not so. In actual 
the wheel towards the direction of the fact they will be paid the current 
skid. i.c.. if the tail of the car swings market value as at the time of the 
out to the right the wheel is turned accident regardless of the value staled 
to the right, and vice versa. However, on the policy or the premium paid. 


are large prisons where each prisoner 
is locked away each night, and 
maximum security is maintained; 
there are others for prisoners especi¬ 
ally selected for training, with dormi¬ 
tories and greater freedom from 
supervision, and there are open 
camps for the most reliable prisoners. 

In Borstals the system of training 
is designed for boys between the ages 
of 16 and 21. and here there is 
special emphasis on the development 
of individuality along the right lines 
and the imparting of a sense of res¬ 
ponsibility to those who have fallen 
foul of the law at an early age. 

Men who wish to be employed in 
Prisons and Borstals must be between 
the ages of 21-42. except that in ex¬ 
ceptional eases men with long service 
in the armed forces or public services 
may be accepted up to 44 ( years. 

Whatever their age. they must be 
physically lit and not less than 5 ft. 
7 in. in height. They must be British 
subjects and of high character. 

Suitable candidates are interviewed 
and medically examined at a prison 
o.' Borstal near their homes and those 
accepted take a three months course 
on full pay ; first at a nearby prison 
or Borstal, and later at the Imperial 
Training School for Prison Officers 
at Wakefield. After they have passed 
the training course candidates become 
established Prison Officers on proba¬ 
tion for twelve months. They will 
have a chance to say whether they 
have the qualifications which would 
fit them for a trade or instructor's 


IT IS a pity that this career is so 
little known to men seeking employ¬ 
ment, for it is an attractive one to 
anyone who can combine sympathy 
and a desire to do good with sonic 
power to lead and control. Prison 
Officers have under their care all sorts 
of people who present all sorts of 
problems. Inevitably, the control and 
training of these people has its full 
share of difficulties and disappoint¬ 
ments. There arc moments when the 
Officer feels that his is a thankless 
task. But at other times he reaps a 
reward so rich as to be more than 

failures. 


13 was no exception and is likely to 
be remembered 

ists whose cars now lie in the writer's 
workshops awaiting extensive repairs. 
In both cases the drivers were de¬ 
ceived by nice bright sunshine which 
completely overshadowed the fact that 
the roads were dangerously icy most 
of the day. 

Bluck ice 

The most dangerous conditions are 
usually found in the forenoon or 
early evening when a film of ice 
covers a normal-looking road, so be¬ 
ware of the black polished surface 
when frost has been forecast. It is 
far more deadly than frozen snow. In 
the latter ease the snow itself gives 
its own warning, hut black ice gives 
no visual warning at all. 

Fortunately there is one wa- 
recognising the state of the road un¬ 
less you arc particularly ham-handed 
and that is by the lightness of the 
steering. If you suddenly find that the 
steering has gone light and lacks its 
normal resistance, or there is no im¬ 
mediate response to the wheel which 
seems to have a delayed action, there 
can only be two reasons for it. One 
is a steering defect, the other is an 
. . . . - I, icy road, and you will soon discover 

service bring the maximum weekly which j s ih L - cause as soon as you stop 
pay to £10 4s. 6d. but there arc pro- a nd BC1 out 0 f ,h c car to investigate, 
spects of promotion to the following particularly if you arc wearing 
grades;. rubber-soled shoes. 

Principal Officer—£10 6s. per .. 

week rising by annual increments Driving on ice 

of 6s. to £11 2 s. 

Chief Officer Clast II—£11 9s. 
per week rising by annual incre¬ 
ments of 7s. to £12 3s. 

Chief Officer Class I—£12 12s. 
per week rising by annual incre¬ 
ments of 7s. to £13 13s. 

There arc special rates of pay for 
Works Officers (Engineers and Fore¬ 
men of Works). 

Candidates who have practical 
knowledge of a trade or industry or 
who arc qualified to act as physical 


iy at least two motor- 


worth all the trials and 
Times, for example, when some man 
responds gratefully to his help or 
advice, or when he gets news that 
some ex-prisoner, now in respectable 
employment, looks back thankfully to 
the counsel he gave when the man 
was serving his sentence. 

Routine work has to be done, it is 
true. Locking and unlocking, super¬ 
vising the meals, supervising work 
and exercise, and necessary attention 
to many details, occupy the working 
day fairly fully; but opportunities do 
occur for him to advise and help his 
prisoners or inmates. Moreover. “Ex¬ 
ample is even better than precept." 
and the conduct and bearing of an 
upright and unselfish officer is of it¬ 
self a powerful influence which goes 
far to arouse the good instincts in the 
weak or foolish natures by which he 
is often surrounded. 

Prisons today vary according to the 
type of prisoner being confined. There 


other half arc taking their rest days. 
Most officers arc called upon to work 
a certain amount of paid overtime. 

The annual leave allowance for 
officers is 18 working days, plus 9 
days in lieu of the usual public holi¬ 
days. Paid sick leave is granted in 


accordance with general Civil Service 
regulations. 

The starting pay for men Prison 
Officers is £7 17s. 6d. a week This 
increases by 5s. at yearly intervals 
until pay reaches £9 14s. Od. Further 
increments after 15 and 20 years' 


Information leading 
to this 

Man's Identity 


Do You Knou 
His Name? 


Willerbys and ‘The Passers Serge 


In a recent article In a recent Issue of a certain 
Ko.val Navy Magazine (which shall be nameless) the author 
refers to 'replacing the pusscr's serge with the pin-head 
drape-shape'. Whon you call at Willerbys for your shore-going 
rig (or your new P.O’a uniform) you'll find they don't talk 
quite like that... But you will find a splendid range of top- 
quality cloths to choose from, and tailoring by men who know 
their job. and prompt and helpful service (and a Ready-to- 
Wear Department as well). And you trill find the Allotment 
Scheme In full swing, and very reasonable prices. Why not write— 
or better still call and ask for a copy of the folder explaining 


WIIATSHISNAME COMPETITION 


' pay. The minimum retirement age is 
! 55. but at the discretion of the Prison 
I Commissioners an officer may con- 
I tinue to serve beyond this age and 
I earn entitlement to a higher pension. 
I No contributions are required to 
j secure these pensions and benefits; 
I there is also a voluntary contributory 
| scheme to provide for widows and 


Reader's Name 


| Address 


Please Use Block Letters 


i | children 


really. But it's no joke to be without 


I'm an 'appy sort of bloke 
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Lieut N. B. M. Clack. R.N. 


TO MEET Nicholas Clack out of 
uniform, one might very well take 
him for a typically gay undergradu¬ 
ate. One should not let his spontane¬ 
ous and random sense of humour 
deceive one. however, as he has in 
fact achieved an exceptional record 
in the field of international sport; a 
record that must have involved 
intense and arduous training. 

Lieut. Clack first aspired to rowing 
as a welcome alternative to compul¬ 
sory cricket at Wvclillc College in 
194ft. after which ihrec seasons fol¬ 
lowed. and he captained the school 
crew in his last year. 

On joining the Navy in 1949. and 
finding no opportunity for rowing, he 
played rugger for the Benbow XV in 
1949-1950. when they were unbeaten. 

At St. John's College. Cambridge, 
he rowed for the Lady Margaret boat 
club, winning his university trial cap 
during his second year, and being 
spare man for the university crew 
until it went to America. He then 
rowed in the college first boat. 


THE BOYD Trophy, premier award 
of the Fleet Air Arm. has been 
awarded for 1955 to No. 806 Air 
Squadron, the first Naval Sea Hawk 
Jet Squadron to be formed. 

The award, announced from the 
Headquarters of the Flag Officer Air 
(Home). Vice Admiral Caspar John. 

C. B.. is "for maintaining the highest 
standards of day and night Hying, ser¬ 
viceability and efficiency throughout 
the Squadron's commission in H.M.S. 
Centaur, and for the excellence of its 
acrobatic teams and the brilliant indi¬ 
vidual performances of its Command¬ 
ing Officer (Lieutenant Commander 

D. P.W. Kelly. R.N.)." 

No. 806 Squadron was formed at 
Brawdy Naval Air Station in Pem¬ 
brokeshire under the command of 
Lieutenant Commander P. C. S. Chil¬ 
ton. R.N.. who is now Chief Flying 
Instructor at the Royal Naval Air 
Station. Lossiemouth. 

The Squadron first went afloat in 
H.M.S. Eagle, and while in this ship 
took part in a fly-past in the Medi¬ 
terranean when Her Majesty The 
Queen was returning from her Com¬ 
monwealth tour. Later the Squadron 
transferred to H.M.S. Centaur, opera¬ 
ting in the Mediterranean and on the 


which was head of the river, and won 
the Grand Challenge Cup at Henley 
Royal Regatta for the first time in 
the club's history, beating Lcandcr. 
London R.C.. Thames R.C.. and the 
Club Nautique de Basse-Seine of 
Paris. 

This resulted in his first appearance 
on the international scene as a mem¬ 
ber of the crew which won the 
European Championships for Great 
Britain at Magon in 1951. A year later, 
he got his Blue at No. 7 in the Cam¬ 
bridge crew. The 1952 boat race was 
the closest ever rowed in the history 
of the race. In a heavy blizzard, with 
the crews neck and neck for the en¬ 
tire course. Oxford finally won by a 
canvas. 

He considers himself lucky, after 
this, to have gained a place in the 
Olympic crew for Helsinki. They 
first went to Henley as a Lcandcr 
crew, where they established the 
present world record for the course, 
and overcame the Australian Olympic 
crew in the final. This was. however, 
avenged at Helsinki where Great 
Britain came fourth to the U.S.A.. 
Russia and Australia. 

When the Royal Navy entered for 
Henley in 1954. Lieut. Clack was No. 
7 in the VIII. and together with 
Surg.-Licut. Christie, formed a pair 
that proved to be the best in the 
country after only three weeks' proper 
training. 1 hey were thus selected to 
represent England at the Empire 
Games at Vancouver. However. New 
Zealand, with two years' training be¬ 
hind them, got home by a foot. 

The difficulty of even getting two 
people together for adequate training 
has convinced him that international 
rowing is almost impossible in the 
Navy, but having coached several 
crews, including the Cambridge crew 
in 1954. he considers this less 
strenuous version of the sport more 
compatible with his present service >n 
Submarines. 

As is to be expected of so enthus¬ 
iastic an oarsman. Lieut. Clack lives 
quite close to the river, at Witney, in 
Oxfordshire. 


Home Station, in this the first British 
angled deck carrier. 

Lieutenant Commander Kelly suc¬ 
ceeded Lieutenant Commander Chilton 
as Commanding Officer early in 1954 
and he remained with the Squadron 
until it was disbanded in November 
last. 

Lieutenant Commander Kelly, an 
outstanding acrobatic pilot, took part 
in many impressive displays, individu¬ 
ally and as leader of his Squadron. He 
is a bachelor, age 29. and has been in 
the Navy for 16 years. Formerly he 
served at many Naval Air Stations and 
also afloat in the aircraft carrier 
Theseus. He is a keen Rugby player 
and has represented the United .Ser¬ 
vices. 

The Boyd Trophy commemorates 
the work for Naval Aviation of Vice- 
Admiral Sir Denis Boyd. who. as 
Captain, commanded HALS, Illus¬ 
trious from which strikes were 
launched against the Italian Fleet at 
Taranto. It incorporates a silver model 
of a Faircy Swordfish bomber and was 
presented to the Royal Navy by the 
Faircy Aviation Company. 

Last year it was awarded to the 
Naval Test Squadron at the Aeroplane 
and Armament Experiment Estab¬ 
lishment at Boseombe Down. 


THE LAST edition of this paper 
contained an account of a young 
naval rating who had been involved 
in a very foolish act of taking and 
driving away a motor car. the 
property of another person, which 
had proved to be extremely costly 
and caused him to reflect upon his 
stupidity. Some readers may have 
regarded this occurrence as an isolated 
incident which had been severely 
dealt with, so to place the ease in its 
true perspective and to get a wider 
aspect of the offences relating to 
"joy-riding." the records were exam¬ 
ined and from the details extracted, it 
was discovered that in Portsmouth 
during 1955. over £780 was imposed in 
fines for these types of offences, and 
in addition, the offenders were dis¬ 
qualified from driving for periods 
amounting to a total of 63 years. 

Figures tend to be misleading, but 
the two quoted arc sufficient to give 
a clear indication that the price to 
be paid for such escapades is bound 
to seriously deplete one's fortnightly 
pay. As it was also ascertained that 
of the 66 persons who appeared on 
these charges, the vast majority were 
naval ratings, it is reasonable to hope 
that readers will not dismiss this 
matter without some thought. 

Whilst examining the records of 
offences committed in connection 
with motor vehicles, it became 
abundantly clear that many offences 
arc still committed through lack of 
knowledge of the law. A little thought 
can easily prevent offences, and a few 
points worthy of comment relate to 
certificates of insurance and driving 
licences. It would seem that in com¬ 
mon with other members of the 
community. Naval personnel from 
time to lime loan or hire vehicles for 
a variety of personal reasons, and are 


DURING THE period under review- 
most of us have enjoyed a Christmas 
holiday and this has undoubtedly 
slowed things down a little. Besides 
the many prospective naval tenants 
away on leave and unobtainable, the 
builders naturally had a few days off 
and even the administrative staff had 
a short breather. Nevertheless pro¬ 
gress was quite satisfactory. At the 
end of the year we were within a 
very short distance of the ceiling 
number of hirings allowed and the 
quarterly increase due at the New 
Year was very welcome. The numbers 
on the rosters decreased though it is 
possible that this may have been due 
to many putting oft applying until 
they returned from leave. There has 
certainly been a spate of applications 
in the first half of January and the 
figures at the end of the month will 
inevitably show an increase. 

Some of the previous building diffi- 


immediatcly confronted with the 
problems of insurance. It must be 
remembered that motor insurance 
policies contain driving conditions 
which should always be carefully 
examined before taking over a vehicle. 
Although it is a fairly extensively- 
used condition in car insurance for the 
cover to apply to the owner and to 
anyone driving with his consent, it 
cannot be said to be a general condi¬ 
tion. and in the ease of motor cycle 
insurance, usually the cover only 
applies to the owner. A cheek upon 
the conditions of any existing policy 
is. therefore, most important, and it 
should always be borne in mind that 
the penalty for driving uninsured can 
be quite severe, and incurs a disquali¬ 
fication from driving, except in very 
special circumstances. The driving 
licence can also become a source of 
trouble if drivers overlook the fact 
that licences cover groups of vehicles. 
It docs not necessarily follow that 
because a licence holder is entitled to 
drive a motor car. he can also ride a 
motor cycle, or even act as a super¬ 
visor of a "learner" motor cyclist. It 
often happens that a "learner" motor 
cyclist gives pillion lifts to his col¬ 
leagues. and when this happens the 
law requires that the person accom¬ 
panying the "learner" must be in 
possession of a current driving licence, 
other than a provisional licence, to 
drive a motor cycle. If. therefore, 
when leaving the Dockyard in a hurry 
you see your bus pulling away from 
the stop and. at the same’ time, 
become aware that a well-meaning 
colleague silting astride his motor 
cycle with "L" plates up is on hand 
to provide a lift, it is better perhaps 
to keep the young lady waiting by 
refusing the offer and catching the 
next bus—it may prove cheaper in 
the long run. 


cullies seem to have been overcome 
and during January it is hoped to 
occupy 20 new houses. Building at 
Rowncr and Eastney continues to 
progress well and houses should 
become available in the next three 
months provided the weather is 
reasonable and no unforeseen difficul¬ 
ties develop. The contractor has 
started work on the 96 flats at 
Slamshaw and soon there should at 
long last be visible proof of progress. 
A contract has also been let for a 
further 160 quarters at Gosport and 
the contractor will start work on the 
roads early in February. There arc 
now only two estates for ratings' 
houses where work has not started or 
arrangements made to do so. 

Building progress at the officers' 
estates has been satisfactory but there 
is likely to be some congestion dn 
the rosters until more permanent 
houses become available in the early 
summer. 


White Ensign Assoc. 

IHF MONTHLY meeting was well 
attended at the British Legion H.Q., 
Salisbury, and enjoyed by all. After 
reading the Minutes of the previous 
meeting, two new members were pro¬ 
posed. seconded, and enrolled by the 
Association. 

The Annual Children's Party took 
place on Saturday. January 14. After 
visiting the pantomime at the Arts 
Theatre the children were taken by 
coach to the Assembly Rooms for lea, 
followed by the usual fun and games. 

Christmas and New Year Greetings 
were received, amongst many others, 
from the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Salisbury, the Bishop of Salisbury, and 
from shipmates at Bath. Bournemouth. 
Trowbridge. Boseombe, and many 
other places. 

Our thanks were conveyed to our 
Vice-Chairman (Mr. Phil Wade) for 
his visits to our sick shipmates. Several 
items of interest to our members were 
discussed at length and adopted. 

Coal and logs were sent to needy 
members and to three widows of late 
members for Christmas. 

The Association extend a hearty 
welcome to all serving Naval men 
resident in the Salisbury district at 
any of our meetings whenever they 
are in the district. Meetings arc held 
the first Monday in every month at 
8 p.m. in the British Legion Head¬ 
quarters. Market Place, Salisbury. 

V.G.S. 


Royal Marines in 
Cold Weather 

COLD WEATHER warfare training 
began recently for volunteer Royal 
Marines making their headquarters in 
a Norwegian hut at Glenmorc Lodge, 
near Avicmorc, in the Scottish 
Highlands. 

They have already undertaken a 
week's preliminary training at the 
R M. Commando School at Bicklcigh. 
near Plymouth, bringing up to date 
their knowledge of map reading, com¬ 
pass work and cross country march¬ 
ing on Dartmoor. 

At Glcnmore Lodge. 1.100 feet above 
sea level, where they spend three 
weeks, they learn to live and fight in 
the snow, the rudiments of ski-ing and 
the use of special clothing and 
weapons. They must also be prepared 
to live in snow holes and small tents 
in below freezing temperatures, and 
avoid frostbite and other cold 
injuries. 

Much of their training, under Capt. 
M. J. BaizJey. R.M., designed to 
achieve the highest standards of 
physical fitness, initiative and military 
efficiency, is undertaken on a plateau 
of the Cairngorm range at a height 
of more than 3.000 feet. 

Courses for novices continue until 
the end of February, when an ad¬ 
vanced course will begin. To gain 
knowledge of fighting at low tempera¬ 
tures. other Royal Marines arc this 
winter training in Norway with the 
Norwegian Army under more intense 
cold and tougher conditions than it 
is possible to find in Britain, and also 
in the Canadian Arctic. 


SOUTH PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 

OSBORNE RD. 
1 SOUTHSEA 


SOUTH SEA’S Two MOST 

— POPULAR BALLROOMS — 

SAVOY • • 
KIMBELLS 

AVAILABLE FOR ALL 

Ships’ Company Dances 

(whether a Submarine—Destroyer—Battleshipor Aircraft Carrier) 
OVER 50 SHIPS’ DANCES CATERED FOR THIS YEAR ! 

Wire—Write—or Phone, Portsmouth 32275 
Make your first “Port of Call” for Dancing 

The Savoy Ballroom. Radio Band Every Friday 


Boyd Trophy Awarded 
to Jet Squadron 


THE NEW OFFICER STRUCTURE 

Copies of the special issue of Navy News may be obtained 
from the Editor price 2^d post free 
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Calendar 


Durham Branch .— Saturday, Febru¬ 
ary 18, No. 11 Area Dinner Dance 
at Town Hall, Middlesbrough. 
Havant Branch.—February 7, Havant 
Branch Business Meeting. 

October 6. R.N.A. Annual Reunion 
in London. 

Ashford (Kent) Branch.—February 
10. Annual General Meeting. 
Wellesley Hotel. 7.30 p.m. 

Dorking Branch. February 4—Dance. 
Star and Garter Hotel. 

February 9—Branch Meeting at 
H.Q. 


Stt iHrmorium 

Rear-Admiral Sir T. J. S. Lynt, 
K.C.V.O., C.B.. D.S.O.. etc., on 
December 25, Vice-President of the 
Ipswich Branch. 

T. S. Twcddlc, D.S.M., of Ports¬ 
mouth. Died 28/11/55. 


Message from the 
Vice-Presiden t 

AFTER DEDICATING ourselves to 
those who gave their lives that we 
may live, the primary object of our 
Association is to perpetuate the com¬ 
radeship which began in the Service, 
to foster good fellowship, render ser¬ 
vice to one another and promote 
social gatherings amongst members. 
Meeting an "old ship" either during 
or after service is always a pleasant 
occasion. 

In 1917 the writer was drafted to 
H.M.S. Agincourt at Scapa Flow after 
twelve months' training at Eastncy. 
This was the first break up of friend¬ 
ships created in the Service and the 
necessity of making new friends; I 
therefore, it was a very pleasant sur¬ 
prise to find about half a dozen of 
my new shipmates who had been 
squad mates, room mates, etc., which 
certainly broke the strangeness of the 
new environments. One of my first 
instructions when taking over "cook 
of the rook” was the disposal of the 
"gash." This was more or less a cere¬ 
mony at the "chute" and I was soon 
to learn that this was graded and sold 
ashore; the proceeds going to the 
Grand Fleet and Ship's Funds. The 
pipe "Canteen Committee to Muster" 
was often made and enquiries soon 
taught me what the older shipmates 
were doing for our less fortunate 
messmates. Here was the comradeship 
which began in the service. The end 
of the war and the dispersal of the 
Grand Fleet set the problem what to 
do with surplus funds, and the answer 
was the formation of the R.N.B.T. 
(being a youngster and knowing little 
of the activities I leave this subject to 
3 more informative pen than mine) 
whereby these funds shall be governed 
by the Lower Deck for the benefit of 
the men after they left the Service 
and for those following on in the Ser¬ 
vice. and much good work has been 
done by these Port Committees during 
the years, but no encouragement was 
given after the first world war for 
those leaving the Service to band 
themselves together as an Association 
to look after the welfare of the cx- 
Naval man. (The wisdom of this was 
evident years later by the R.A.F. 
when they were confronted with the 
same problem after the last war.) 

We have all heard the story of the 
man who intended to carry an oar 
inland until asked what it was and 
there dropping two bowers and stern 
anchors after his discharge from the 
R.N. But after a couple of years out 
of the Service the urge to know what 
was going on. what had happened to 
this or that mate, and someone who 
understood him. caused the ex-Nava! 
man to look around for men of his 
own cloth rather than being in the 
British Legion which was predomin¬ 
antly Army, and so various Naval 
Associations sprang up under varying 
titles in some of the bigger towns, and 
liaison formed with the R.N.B.T. In 
1935 others felt that the time was at 
hand for the formation of a National 
Association under one title and "The 
National Royal Naval Old Comrades 
Association" was formed, but after a 
short period the word “National" was 
dropped. Starting in a small way and 
working against many setbacks and 
prejudices the founders of the move¬ 
ment endeavoured to contact Naval 
men by advertisements in the Local 
Press and gradually laid the founda¬ 
tion of a National Association under 
one title and the inter-mingling of 
Branches for social purposes with an 
annual meeting at the Union Jack 
Club to discuss the business of the 
Association. In its infancy it is diffi¬ 
cult to realise that these meetings 
could be harmonious in the ironing 
out of the Rules and Constitution. 
However, gradually, organisation be¬ 
came settled and running fairly 
smoothly. 

The war put paid to many activities 




and our membership was recalled for 
service, but those left behind sorted 
things out and got going again. Ser¬ 
vice personnel home on leave became 
interested and became members, and 
at the end of the war the position was 
such that the Admiralty invited the 
Executive Committee to meet repre¬ 
sentatives with a view to forming a 
"Royal Naval Association" with the 
R.N.O.C.A. as the basis for recruit¬ 
ment. Again lengthy arguments with 
Admiralty assurances that they felt 
they could help the cx-Naval man if 
there was only one National Associa¬ 
tion. The term "Old Comrades" being 
omitted from the title caused quite a 
storm in a teacup, but finally after 
realising that it was in our own in¬ 
terests. the Annual General Meeting 
of 1950 agreed to the title "The Royal 
Naval Association." 

With branches throughout the coun¬ 
try grouped into areas, each sending 
a representative to the National 
Council under the Presidency of 
Admiral of the Fleet. Sir John 
Cunningham and many Flag and 
other Officers as Vice-Presidents tak¬ 
ing an active part, the Association is 
growing rapidly. New branches arc 
opening up and the prospects for a 
strong organisation are rosy. 

Her Majesty, who is our Patron, 
has granted a Charter of Incorpora¬ 
tion. putting the Association on a 
solid basis. £20.000 was granted us by 
the K.G.F.S. from the Prime Minister 
of South Africa's "Aid to Britain" 
for the purchase of a Residential 
Club and Headquarters, which has 
now been established at 2 Lower 
Sloanc Street. London. S.W.I. whilst 
a further £20.000 by the Admiralty 
from surplus Prize Money has been 
set aside by the National Council for 
the purpose of assisting branches in 
the formation of branch headquarters 
and some branches arc already enjoy¬ 
ing this assistance. The Annual 
General Meeting, classified now as the 
Annual Conference, has become a 
full day occasion and is held alter¬ 
natively in the north, south and 
London. The first breakaway from 
London was at Portsmouth in 1954 
and Durham in 1955. and these arc 
now conducted decorously and in 
good fellowship. 

Annually for some years we have 
had a reunion in London, and after 
paying our tribute at the Cenotaph 
we have enjoyed ourselves first at the 
Albert Hall and since the Royal 
Festival Hall was opened it has been 
held there annually, and what a won¬ 
derful evening it always turns out to 
be. 

The cost to the individual is a join¬ 
ing fee of Is. with a further 2s. 6d. 
for lapel badge, rule book and mem¬ 
bership card and an annual subscrip- 


thcrc arc sufficient members to com¬ 
mission a new branch in your home 
town. 

We welcome your decision and will 
be ^pleased to know you as “one of 

us " T. W. TONGE. 

Vice-President. 
National Council. 

area two report 

THE SEVENTH Annual General 
Meeting of the Area was held cn 
Saturday, January 14. again at the 
Bromley Naval Club in pleasant 
surroundings and convivial company. 

The absence of the President, Ad¬ 
miral Sir Henry Moore, was much 
regretted because of his great interest 
in our welfare, and the fuel that there 
were two presentations to be made. 

S./M. Gower welcomed the dele¬ 
gates present, but once again there 
were several branches not represent¬ 
ed. Even some of the old formidables 
were adrift, and 1 know of at leas! 
three shipmates who were present and 
actually on the sick list. Does this 
mean that old Father Time is catch- 
ing up on us? 

No arisings from the last A.G.M.. 
but referring to the minutes of the 
last general meeting, the Hon. Secre¬ 
tary reported on the progress made 
towards the proposed trip to the Con¬ 
tinent in the coming summer. It is 
apparent that this can be organised 
with little effort, if the branches sup¬ 
port the effort 1 

Ihc annual report from the Hon. 
Secretary was well received, and is 
to be promulgated with the minutes. 

Hon. Treasurer's statement of the 
accounts was entirely satisfactory, but 
we have again exceeded income oy 
some thirty pounds extra expenditure 
This was mainly on account of the 
meetings of the Area Working Com¬ 
mittee. and considered well worth it. 

S./M. Godfrey, the late National 
Chairman, on taking the chair prior 
to the election of officers for 1956. 
expressed his satisfaction at the area's 
progress, but efforts must not relax. 

There were no changes of officers 
for the coming year. S./M. Day. of 
Welling, expressing the feeling of the 
meeting in his remarks when propos- 

- ing S./M. Gower to continue office. 

lion of only 5s. 6d., which auto- address of the secretary of your local S./Ms. Tippett (Gillingham). As- 
matically covers him for insurance branch. If one docs not exist, you can prey (Maidstone), Steward (Hersham 
against violent external accident in join the Headquarter Roll and the and Walton), resumed their office, and 
varying sums from £150 to £500. a:- General Secretary will keep you the working committee is the same, 
cording to Ihc nature of the disable- posted with news until such times as A motion from New Romney was 


cording to the nature of the disable¬ 
ment. Membership is open to all 
Naval Officers and Ratings. Royal 
Marine Officers and other ranks R.M. 
past and present who have been 
attached for a period of not less than 
six months for definite duty, lent or 
gazetted, transferred or enlisted in the 
R.N.. R.M.. any of the Royal Naval 
Reserves, the Royal Naval Division, 
or any of Ihc Commonwealth Naval 
Forces. Naval personnel who were 
discharged disabled during hostilities 
with less than six months service arc 
also eligible. We seek no powers to 
embarrass serving personnel into 
joining by lectures from divisional 
officers, but leave it entirely to the 
individual concerned. It is very note¬ 
worthy that those who visit a branch 
when on leave show a keen desire to 
be associated with the work we arc 
doing and join the happy band. 

The "Happy Band" is the keynote 
of the success of the Association. 
Branches with live committees, avoid; 
ing where possible the "Stag clement." 
arrange regular social evenings, visits 
to neighbouring branches, annual out -1 
ings such as visits to the Royal Tour¬ 
nament. etc., and the Association 
Rally and Reunion, whilst the prin¬ 
ciple of greeting the shipmate in the 
street, enquiring re health, etc., a 
helping hand sometimes with the 
assistance of our friends the R.N.B.T. 
where necessary, a kindly thought for 
the sick and aged shipmate who can¬ 
not get along to thg meetings to let 
him feel he is not forgotten, all help 
to keep alive the spirit of comrade¬ 
ship and the answer is the more the 
merrier. 

Why not, then, give the matter your 
careful consideration. What is likely 
to face you on leaving the Service? 
Will you have any little problems 
which would ease your personal feel¬ 
ings if you had someone to confide 
in? It may be employment or more 
serious, but whatever your troubles 
are there is the officer of the branch 
who will advise you and offer such 
assistance as is possible without any 
publicity. If then you arc already a 
member of the Association you will 
feel much easier in mind in applying 
to the Association to help you along 
the road, but even if you arc not a 
member you will find the same will¬ 
ing help awaiting you. 

In a previous issue of the Navy 
News a list of branches was pub¬ 
lished. but if you have mislaid this, 
drop a fine to the General Secretary. 
The Royal Naval Association, 2 
Lower Sloanc Street. S.W.I. request¬ 
ing application form and name and 


LEISURE WEAR 

by BERNARDS 


Expresses that sense of perfection sought f*^ 

by those who would be well dressed. 

Cut In the modern style from up to the 
minute cloths and in a variety of pleasing /l- ■ 

shades, Bernards clothes are the young /j \ A 

man's choice every time. (A 

They are available in a wide range of sizes yj f 
so that most customers may immediately \/ 
obtain perfectly fitting clothes, but where (I J 
tailored to measure clothes are required IIfk’ /j 
Bernards provide a prompt delivery. illy*// 

— Where it is not 1\1^ 

f desired to pay cash, a I \«l\ 
credit account may be 
opened for settlement 
by monthly Admiralty 
allotment or Bankers Order. 

The Bernard Bulletin giving full details of 
Bernards comprehensive service will gladly 
be sent post free from Head Office on 
request or may be obtained from any 
Bernard Branch. 

ORDER NOW FOR EASTER LEAVE 

C. H. BERNARD & SONS LTD 

I\'aval arul Civilian Tailors and Outfitters 

6-8 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH Tel. 4403 

tranches ot: CHATHAM. DEVONPORT. WEY- Head Office t 


trenches cl: CHATHAM. DEVONPORT. WEY¬ 
MOUTH. PORTLAND. FALMOUTH. MILFORD 
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defeated in respect of the ordering of 
reunion seats, and Guildford's re¬ 
quest to transfer was placed in 
abeyance. 

S./M. Gower, as the N.C. Repre¬ 
sentative. gave a report of the N.C. 
meetings, and reference was made to 
the proposals in respect of the sug¬ 
gestions about the annual rally, and 
also the pension resolution of the 
Annual Conference. 

I he replica of the Standard Bear¬ 
er's trophy, the Chester Cup. was 
accepted on behalf of the Gillingham 
Branch (for 1954). and a presentation 
of a wallet, with contents, was made 
to S./M. George Weeks (late Hon 
Treasurer). A hearty vote of thanks 
was recorded to the Bromley Club 
for the hospitality afforded at this 
meeting. 


No. 7 AREA 

SHIPMATES: I ROM the hills and 
valleys of South Wales, from the 
lovely Colswold hills, from the 
Malverns. Gloucestershire, and Wor¬ 
cestershire. we send warmest greet¬ 
ings. to all who arc within our 
beloved Association, to all who serve 
today in the Royal Navy, and to all 
who are eligible to become members, 
but just hesitate, doubtful perhaps of 
our true aims and ideals. To the latter 
I would say on behalf of the whole 
Association. "Come in. and at once." 

Our ideals, surely the most noble. 
"To dedicate ourselves to achieve 
those ideals for which we fought, and 
our comrades nobly died." may in 
print seem high sounding. In life 
itself it is so very simple, just the 
ordinary British way of life. In our 
motto. "Unity—Loyally—Patriotism 
-Comradeship 1 ’ all is so easily exem¬ 
plified. In a unity of purpose if not 
necessarily ideas—in a staunch loyalty 
to all our obligations. Patriotism, well 
who on God's earth has greater right 
than we to vaunt our country's 
achievements, we who stood alone 
and undeterred. As to comradeship: 
who but we can know that magnifi¬ 
cent sense of security in being mem¬ 
bers of a ship's company, who but we 
can ever know just what "Shipmate" 
really means. As these ideals stood us 
in such good stead in the dark days 
of conflict, can they not today? 

It is within the power of the mem¬ 
bership of our Association, both as 
individuals and collectively, to make 
the R.N.A. all that we would wish it 
to be. Just think, we arc veterans of 
the greatest lighting service that the 
world has ever known. The service 
that bla/cd across the panorama of 
history a path of glory, along which 
those who would live in freedom trod, 
aye. and trod fearlessly, along which 
path we were proud also to tread, 
and along which path wo British will 
tread for all time. We of the Royal 
Navy have a glorious legacy to pre¬ 
serve. and in our comradeship, in our 
ordinary decent way of life, in our 
handing together to preserve the spirit 
of the mess deck, we shall assume 
that it is not past glories we celebrate 
it is eternal glories we forever keep 
in the forefront. 

In the hills and valleys of South 
Wales, we have in our numbers, ship¬ 
mates who had the courage to be 
miners and sailors, men who had 
known the hell of depression, and yet 
still felt there could have been some¬ 
thing worse, and who have rallied 
valiantly to the call of comradeship 
within the R.N.A In the quiet peace 
of the Cotswolds there are those who 
know both the majesty of the seas, 
and the sweet serenity of the country¬ 
side: in our towns, in our industrial 
cities, they come, proudly, to meet, 
front all walks of life, in a common 
ideal. We arc from time to time able 
to help our less fortunate shipmates 
in sickness and adversity, quietly and 
without lauding our efforts, for truly 
we believe that it was never the policy 
of the Royal Navy to make capital 
from what it considered its bounden 
duty, and in comradeship truly virtue 
has its own reward 

We are growing in strength from 
day to day. We have done well, and 
as was ever the case we can do still 
better. Let us all put still greater effort 
into our ideal. Even my simple arith- 
matic tells me that if we each brine 
in just one new member, we shall 
have doubled our numbers this time 
next year. It is our Association—it is 
yours -and for those who have not 
yet joined it is yours for the asking, 
and we are asking you to do just that. 

I offer to all shipmates a hearts 
welcome on behalf of the branches of 
No. 7 Area to any who may be in 
our vicinity, and our territory 
stretches from Aberystwyth to Chel¬ 
tenham. and you may be sure that 
we will forever pull our weight for 
R.N.A. To all who work so diligently 
for the success of the Association. 
God bless, and the best of luck. 

BUCK TAYI.OR. 


BRANCH NEWS 

FINSBURY 

AT OCR Annual Dinner held at our 

H. Q.. "Northampton Arms.” 205 Gos- 
well Road. E.C.l. we celebrated our 
10th anniversary. Sixty-four shipmates 
and their good ladies were accom¬ 
modated. and a thoroughly good meal 
was supplied by "Pat." our hostess. 
One of the highlights of the evening 
was the Anniversary Cake made by 
S M I red Tuckwcll. an cx-Chicf Petty 

, Officer's cook, which adorned the top 
i table. I his shipmate was delegated at 
I a previous meeting, with ribald and 
1 witty remarks, to "bake the cake." He 
surpassed the remarks and the cake 
was a real work of art. The proof of 
the cake was in the eating, which was 
enjoyed hv all. Bouquets to S/M 
T uckw'cll. 

For the first time in our commis¬ 
sion we are lucky to have a serving 
shipmate as our Skipper, namely Petty 
Officer Les. Butler (who is now on the 
recruiting staff). We hope, with the 
co-operation of the Drafting Com¬ 
mander. to retain him at our head for 
the ensuing vear. At the dinner he had 
a pleasing duty to perform. To present 
to our Vice-President S/M Harry 
Mason, a file membership and to his 
i good lady a naval crown marquisitc 
| brooch. This had been a closely 
guarded secret: a surprise they will 
i always cherish. 

After dinner "Hands to dance and 
skylark" until 240(1 hours, and from 
remarks heard the best evening yet. 

The Finsbury Branch meets every 
week : the first Sunday in the month. 

I at 1100 hours, and every Monday at 
! 2000 hours excepting the Monday 
; following the first Sunday. 

Serving shipmates and visiting ship- 
! mates arc extended a very hearty 
I welcome. 

ALTON 

N I INF. iced birthday cake.a surprise 
gilt from Mrs. Kirby, occupied a 
prominent position on the top table 
when the Alton branch of the Royal 
! Naval Association celebrated the com- 
; plclion of their inaugural year with a 
j dinner held at the White Hart Hotel 
Holy bourne, on Friday. Reports pre- 
j settled during the evening showed that 
the one-year-old branch was a thriving 
youngster. 

Principal guest was Admiral Sir 
John FdcLstcn. and others who 
: attended included Capt. A. W. S. 

I Agar (branch president). Cdr. R. 
Courage. Cdr. I.. Dcrck-Jones, Dr. 

. W. S. I.arcombc. Cdr. I’iric. Cdr. 

I. J. Ede. Mr. R. Coekerill (retiring 
i branch chairman). Mr. E. G. I . Hone 
’(branch treasurer) and Mr. \V. 

Moroney (branch secretary). 

Enthusiasm ami Confidence 

In a report on the first year's aeti- 
v ities of the branch. Mr. Moroney 
said that all the appearances were 
j that the branch was well and truly 
j launched and that its commission 
i would be a long, happy and inlerest- 
j ing one. Membership, he said, had 
| increased during the year by thirty- 
1 eight to a total of fifty-three, and he 
paid tribute to the enthusiasm and 
confidence of the founder-members as 
1 well as to the committee and officials 
| of the branch. Attendance throughout 
the year had averaged 75 per cent at 
I committee and general meetings and 
it was felt that this augured well for j 
the branch. 

The chairman. Mr. R. Coekerill. 
on rising to address the meeting, said j 
that he had come with a prepared 
speech but. after listening to the j 
speeches made by our President. Capt. 
Agar, and the guest of honour. 
Admiral Sir John Edelstcn, he 
thought that his speech was now in¬ 
adequate. so he would therefore rely 
on his memory to recall and recapture 
some of the incidents which he 
thought were worth remembering. 

He first dealt with the formation of 
the Branch, in which he recalled how 
the Branch funds were started, by 
six bottles of beer provided by Mr. 

| Gowan: they were raffled again and 
I again, the winners refusing to accept 
| them on each occasion, until finally 
j he insisted that they he accepted, as 
by then we had sufficient funds to 
move out of harbour under our own 
steam. 

He recalled the evening of our in- j 
auguration. when in company with 
Mr. I egg. the representative from 
’ H.Q. appointed to perform the open- 
I ing ceremony and the secretary, 
waited for what seemed an eternity 
for the other Founder Members to 
show up. which they eventually did 
a little late but. nevertheless, very 
welcome. 

Finally, he said that he was very 
pleased indeed that our guest of 
honour. Admiral Sir J. Edelstcn. had 
been able to attend, and he also 
moved a vote of thanks to our Presi¬ 
dent. Capt. A. W. & Agar, who he 
said had been a tower of strength to 


THE LADY IN WHITE VISITS SCUNTHORPE 



the Branch: he wished all branches, SCUNTHORPE 

of the Association a happy and j 

prosperous New Year. ALL MEMBERS of the Scunthorpe 

In his address. Sir John Edelstcn Branch. R.N.A., wish to extend to all 
spoke of the influence which could shipmates ashore and afloat a very 
be made on the right type of youths j hearty greeting, and may all Branches 
by those who had completed their; of the R.N.A. grow even closer and 
service and returned to civil life.; stronger in the coming year. 

Their example, he said, determined to! May we forward our special Branch 
a large extent the altitude of British • news, which is of our Annual Birth- 
lads and their parents towards the day Party held in Branch H.Q. at the 
Navy, and he was glad to say that Cornet Hotel. December 5. 
sufficient volunteers of the right type We were greatly honoured by a visit 
were forthcoming from the youth of; from a lady dear to many thousands 
this country to ensure that the young 1 of sailors everywhere, namely. "The 
sador of today was as good as ever. lady in White." of Durban. S.A. A 
A bouquet was presented to Mrs. personal friend of the Branch Chair- 
Kirby in recognition of her co-opera-1 man. who arranged for her to attend, 
lion and assistance during the year as she was a surprise to all but the 
hostess to the branch and she was Committee. 

elected as an honorary member of the "The Lady in White" delighted us 
association. She had been assisted in | all with some of her old favourites. 

in * 'he "surprise" cake by Mrs. and everyone was pleased with the 
H . , • , ... . _. . , night's entertainment which followed. 

P_S. Admiral Sir J. Edelstcn has Our guests included our "chummy 
since become a member or our ship" from Doncaster and Lincoln 
Branch. What a happy sequel to the and by many of the local cx-Servicc 
A.G.M. - 


association, including cx-P.O.W. and 
Old Contcmptibles. 

4 CIH/ODM /I'l'VTi I We mustered over 200 guests, much 

AdttrUKU (IYI-..N I ) thc delight of •Pop." Mine H aM. 

FRATERNAL GREETINGS to all! We enclose a photograph of "The 
shipmates, Ashford (Kent) coming ! iu *> m While" and officials, hoping 
alongside. Catch our heaving line. '■ bring back happy memories 
Navy Ntws. we would like to splice *° others. 

the main-brace with you for your j Ehe Branch was very pleased to fall 
grand paper. 1 in with the suggestion of the Commit- 

Now shipmates everywhere, things 'lee to make "Thc Lady in White" an 
have certainly been happening in our! Honorary Member of the Branch and 
Mess these last few months. Nice- lo Present her with an R.N.A. diary 
Admiral Sir Albert I . Poland joined an ‘ 1 badge. After which she signed 
us and was promptly elected our fir^t! V.I.I*. Visitors' Book. 

President. i To conclude. I am sure all who 

Then came our first Dinner and attended enjoyed the entertainment 
Dance at the "County Hotel." which and also the "big cats." for which we 
was a great success; many notable 1 'hank all our Ladies' Committee, 
people were present, including Sir And now may we extend to any 
James Ritchie. Bt.. and Lady Ritchie K N -A. member or serving member 
A telegram of good wishes was re- who may be in the district at any time, 
ceived from H.M. The Queen and a cordial invitation to our meetings, 
read out by our President to the held first and last Thursday every 
assembled company. Another new month. 

shipmate to come alongside was Capt. May I further mention our first 
Donald Macintyrc. remembered by so Christmas Party for members’ chil- 
many of us as the terror of thc "U" dren. Sixty-three children attended 
Boats in thc Atlantic. Glad and proud! “ nd bad a grand tea and received a 
to have you. Skipper. j lovely present from Santa. Shipmate 

Our fortnightly meeting last Friday Herbert Cook, our only Life Member, 
brought another surprise. Shipmate Thanks to all concerned. 

Burling. Vice-President of Havant L L HAMMOND. 

(Hants) Branch, came alongside, and - 

a very happy evening was field by all? vnmvr'U a \i 

and as he is in the district for a short INC/ 1 I I l\C»rl AlVl 

^ P ri£ d Wi,h US °? 1 HK WORKING of thc Branch 
meefinl- -,? f . "T 0U J , ncxl under 'he Chairmanship of Shipmate 

" l con,c . a,o n*v and have w. Radford has been very steady dur- 

n r Hr Vr; 11 u Vi' h “P' I "'C WSS. Wc have enrolled forty-nine 
Kriilav O" new full and two associate members 

M . d •■••w b n t ' L«" , a ,n ,hc and 122 full and four associate mem- 

£'“?• Wellesley Hotel, when we bers have renewed their subscriptions, 
hope to have a full complement; and \ Vllh thirty-two full and one associate 
don t forget, shipmates, its our Birth- |jf tf members and twenty-six ship- 
.. . „ . , mates over the age of sixty-five who 

A i°; M c ? romk ; y h ??« ,mc do not pay subscriptions wc have a 
and gone last Saturday, the 14th. at membership of 22V and seven asso- 
which I was proud to be the delegate, date members fully paid up on 
And in conclusion I would like to December 31 
thank our very worthy Pilot shipmate During the year our R.N.B.T. 
lorn Asprcy of Maidstone, and Area Liaison Officer. Shipmate H. Langton. 
- Hon. Secretary, for his guidance in i has submitted applications to the 
hringing our craft safely alongside. R.N.B.T.. which has resulted in vary- 
\'uf°A UC *' Tom ' “ om al1 in |'ng grants making a total of £33. 
Ashtord. . From our own funds wc have sen! 

L. G. MLRRAN , Chairman. Christmas gifts to our O.A.P. and 

I sick shipmates to the amount of 

To ensure publication in follow- i . 

. _ ... ... Social evenings under the organisa- 

tng month s paper, copy should j tion of our Social Organiser. Ship- 

be to hand by the 21st of each maltf G® 0 - 1 ? 6 Lco - have been held 
. every Friday evening, and very 

month. pleasant they have been. 

-----Parties went to Scarborough on 


Whit Sunday, Blackpool illuminations 
week-end in September, and another 
week-end in October to London for 
the Association Rally and Reunion 
at the Royal Festival Hall. 

In September it was necessary for 
us to change our Headquarters, after 
many years, and new headquarters 
were offered us by thc Nottingham 
Orchestral Society's Social Club. 
Burton Buildings. Parliament Street, 
and wc are still maintaining our own 
in attendances. However, looking 
through the records it is regretted 
that certain "billy-dps" will have to 
be sent out reminding some of our 
shipmates of their forgetfulness in 
failing to renew their membership. 

'I he year closed with our usual 
Children's Party, when the shipmates 
entertained seventy-live children, and 
to wind up the year we held a supper 
at the Headquarters prior to thc usual 
social evening, and we were very 
pleased lo see our past president. 
Lieut.-Cdr. G. J. Mackness with us 
and looking far belter in health, and 
wc all wish him a speedy recovery. 

To all serving personnel home on 
leave in Nottingham, we invite you 
to "drop in" on us any Friday 
whether or not you are a shipmate, 
and have a jolly good evening. 

T.NV.T. 


HAVANT 

I III PRESIDENT of Havant Branch. 
Admiral Sir Harold Burrough. G.C.B.. 
K.B.E.. D.S.O.. took the Chair at 
their Annual General Meeting on 
January 3. 'Ihc two Vice-Presidents. 
Admiral Sir K e n c I m Creighton, 
K.B.F.. M.V.O.. J.P.. and Mr. A. 
Burling, were also present. 

The Hon. Treasurer was able to 
report that the balance in Branch 
funds was slightly higher than it had 
been at the last Annual General Meet¬ 
ing. He made it known that the paid- 
up membership of thc Branch during 
1955 had been 47. 

It was decided that the past year’s 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman would 
take over each other's appointments 
during the New Year, but there were 
otherwise few changes in the Branch 
Committee. 

A number of Active Service and 
other members, who had not been able 
to attend meetings for a month or 
two. were particularly welcomed. 
Active Service personnel and members 
of other Branches of'Ehe Royal Naval 
Association can be sure of a welcome 
at Branch Meetings and at their meet¬ 
ing place (The Black Dog. West 
Street. Havant), between meetings. It 
will assist the proprietor to recognise 
Royal Naval Association members if 
they will wear their badges whenever 
they visit his house. 

Thc first Quarterly Branch Church 
Parade took place in St. Faith's 
Church on January 8. Those who went 
with the Branch Standard were dis¬ 
appointed that this was not better 
attended, particularly as special 
Prayers were said for those who go 
down to the sea in ships, and Hymns 
well known to Service personnel were 
chosen. 

Some members of the Branch were 
guests at the local British Legion 
Christmas Parties and were very well 
entertained. 

Havant Branch Vice-President 
attended a meeting of the Ashford 
Branch and reported that he was most 
impressed by their interesting collec¬ 
tion of souvenirs. He was given a very 
warm welcome by all at their meeting. 
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FAREHAM 

WE HAD our A.G.M. on January 1, 
and elected our new officers for the 
forthcoming year, and once again I 
must report that we have a very 
efficient and hard-working committee 
under our President, Surg.-Capt. Vcy. 
Shipmate Baker was elected to the 
chair, and once again our old faith¬ 
ful, Shipmate Wasscl. was returned 
unopposed as secretary. Shipmate 
Gomes retains the responsible posi¬ 
tion of treasurer. A pleasing feature 
was the election of Shipmate Maugcl 
as social secretary, a position that has 
been very hard to fill, and I feel that 
with the support of our branch mem¬ 
bers. he will make a huge success of 
the job, and we can all look forward 
to a full-scale programme of social 
events. We had our children's party 
on Saturday, January 14, and as 
usual it was a fine affair and every¬ 
body had a wonderful time. Our lady 
members again proved what a great 
asset they arc to the branch, and 
earned a great big "Thank you." We 
also appreciated the kindness and 
support given to us by the "Cams 
Alders Social Club.” and the hard 
work Mr. Scott and members of his 
committee put in to make our enjoy¬ 
ment complete. 

Of course we arc only a small 
branch, but we are sailing along on 
a very even keel, and if all of our 
shipmates could come along occa¬ 
sionally I am sure that we would have 
a very bright future. We hold our 
meetings on the first Wednesday of 
the month at the “Golden Lion." 
High Street. Farcham. and on behalf 
of our Shipmate President, Capt. Vcy. 
Chairman Shipmate Baker, and Com¬ 
mittee, we welcome all shipmates. 

Cheerio, and the best of luck to all 
branches. 

S. W. SMITH. 


MAIDSTONE 

THE POOR old secretary missed the 
boat in the January issue, and there 
should have been much to write 
about. Maybe he was busy round the 
Christmas Tree, or knocking off that 
goose of his! 

The festive season was certainly a 
busy one for the Maidstone branch, 
and it was all managed very nicely, 
and great credit is due to all con¬ 
cerned. 

The success of the annual dinner 
is known to all. and thanks to extra 
efforts, the expense was bearable this 
year. 

The Children's Christmas party was 
also a great success, and letters of 
thanks for some of the youngsters 
was sufficient for the gallant sub¬ 
committee. who worked so quietly 
and efficiently. 

It seemed an extra strong muster 
at the A.G.M. on January 9, and very 
pleasing indeed to enrol three new 
members at that meeting. The great¬ 
est pleasure was to have Admiral 
Selby back amongst us after his 
wanderings abroad, and the feeling 
of the mess was seen by his election 
to President, to relieve S./M. Bob 
Yaxley after a spell of four years. 

No change to the officers of the 
year, and the secretary was unable to 
give his job away, even with a bribe. 
S./M. May carries on the good work, 
and with such a grand effort as the 
Christmas whist drive, which fetched 
the mess a sum ot seventeen pounds, 
he doesn't look like being replaced. 
One or two new faces on the com¬ 
mittee, and every prospect of another 
progressive year. 

It is the hope to be seeing more of 
our chummy branches this year, and 
in the meanwhile Maidstone sends 
fraternal greetings to all branches, 
and all shipmates. 


LOWESTOFT 

AT THE Annual Dinner of the 
Lowestoft Branch, the Chairman, 
Shipmate H. Dodwcll. spoke of the 
increasing membership during the year 
and welcomed the R.N.R. Skippers 
and other ratings of the fishing fleet, 
some 50 of whom had joined the 
association during the last two 
months. 

Dr. J. D. D. Boswell. Acting Presi¬ 
dent. said that in Lowestoft there were 
very few families that have not got 
some connection with the sea. It was 
right and proper that such an associa¬ 
tion should flourish here, and by the 
hard work of the originators it was 
now undoubtedly the premier ex- 
Scrviccman's association in the town. 

S/M. W. Moore. Vice-Chairman, 
welcomed the guests and stressed upon 
all present the importance of bringing 
wives and friends to our social gather¬ 
ings and thus preserve those many 
friendships formed during service in 
the Royal Navy. 

We meet every Friday evening at 

7.30, the third Friday of the month 
being a special social evening. All 
S/M.s will be heartily welcomed on 
all occasions, so make a note of it— 
Crown Hotel, Lowestoft, every Friday, 

7.30. 

S. COI.EMAN, Hon. See. 


DURHAM 

IT HAS always been the proud boast 
of this branch that we did not offer 
associate membership. However, as 
mine host of the Dun Cow. Mr. Bill 
Hall, has been such a good friend, 
we felt he had fully justified the title 
of shipmate, and on December 21 
last he became our associate No. 1. 

On that occasion we had the big¬ 
gest crowd ever, and it is doubtful 
if we could have squeezed in one 
more person. 

To crown everything. Rear-Admiral 
l.aybournc won the bottle of whisky 
he had given as a prize, but gave it 
to attending members of the January 
meeting with which to splice the 
mainbrace. 

This bottle was duly consumed, as 
was another given by Shipmate 
Woods, recently returned from New 
Zealand whcrc’hc has been working. 

Next month (Saturday, February 
18) is the No. II Area Dinner Dance 
in the Town Hall. Middlesbrough, 
and our branch is going there in 
force. 

This branch is giving Navy News 
all the support possible. Of course 
many of the ex-Chatham and ex- 
Devonport ratings drip that it is a 
Pompey publication. But then, mate- 
lots were ever thus, whether in 
uniform or out of uniform, and such 
moans were never intended to be 
taken seriously. 

B.M. 

(Although the Navy News 
E ditorial office is situated in Ports¬ 
mouth, we can assure our readers that 
we shall never develop a parochial 
outlook.—Editor.) 


CANTERBURY 

CANTERBURY CALLING. As this 
is our first report in the Navy News. 
and having lost contact with 
Branches since the Lookout ceased 
publication, may we send greetings to 
all Branches, near and far, and hope 
1956 will sec a tremendous influx to 
the R.N.A. As usual we still main¬ 
tain a steady speed, nothing in the 
way of a steam trial though. 

We held two successful dances, one 
on Christmas Eve, the other on New 
Year's Eve. both of which were a 
financial success. 

Pleased to report our relations and 
close co-operation with all local 
organisation has been maintained, 
throughout the past year, we also, for 
the first time, supported the Sea 
Cadet Corps at their Annual Trafalgar 
Day service. 

Plans are well in hand for a 
Zeebrugge Rally, on Sunday, April 
22. at the Cathedral, quite a number 
of Branches have agreed to support 
this, but we do hope other Branches 
who wish to attend will let us know 
in ample time. 

Our A.G.M. was held recently, 
with our President. Cdr. H. M. 
Kenny, presiding. S./M. A. H. Marsh 
was re-elected Chairman, with S./M. 
J. Fairbrass again Vice-Chairman, 
our Paybob, S./M. R. Marsh, was 
also re-elected for the 17th year. The 
office became vacant of Hon. Secre¬ 
tary, but S./M. J. Richards was 
elected to fill this post, he also is Area 
and Conference Delegate. 


HALLING (KENT) 

THE FOLLOWING is a brief history 
of the Hailing Branch. Originated in 
February, 1948. by Mr. W. Friar, Mr. 
B. Hide and Mr. H. Arnold, it was 
accepted as a fully formed branch of 
the R.N.O.C.A. later the same month 
with Shipmate E. Long as secretary. A 
Standard was soon purchased and 
several more members joined the 
newly-formed branch from Chatham, 
from whence the founder members 
had also come. The Standard was 
dedicated in Hailing Parish Church in 
April of the same year on an excep¬ 
tionally cold and wintry day, which 
however did not deter the members, 
or their wives and friends, from being 
present, and the church was crowded. 
From the start the branch’s H.Q. has 
been at the Five Bells. Hailing, by 
the kind permission of Shipmate W. 
Friar. Since its inception the branch 
has made good progress, keeping a 
steady membership of thirty to thirty- 
six shipmates, and a varied and well 
supported social programme has been 
maintained. The Annual Dinner to 
which members of local branches arc 
invited is always well attended, and 
the children of our shipmates have 
in their turn been invited to Chatham 
branch's Annual Christmas Party. 
Trips have been organised to the 
Royal Tournament, etc., and all mem¬ 
bers attended the Reunion at the 
Royal Festival Hall in 1951. During 
the eight years of our existence, sum¬ 
mer outings have been arranged to 
Ramsgate, Hastings. Eastbourne and 
Broadstairs. These and all other func 
lions organised by the Social Com 
mittec have been much enjoyed. We 
have also made an annual trip to the 
Kentish hop-gardens, and have at 
tended Dedication Ceremonies at 
Ashford. Chatham. Godaiming. 
Sittingbourne and Welling so, al¬ 
though only a small branch, we get 
around. 

To bring this short report up-to- 
date 1 must mention our Annual 
General Meeting which was held on 
January 13—and a very good muster 
it was. Unfortunately our President. 
Commander Gardiner. O.B.E., R.N., 
Ktd., was unable to be present, but 
was alongside at our previous branch 
meeting. As expected the existing 
officers went back en bloc with the 
exception of the chairman. Shipmate 
Friar who. owing to other commit¬ 
ments had expressed his wish to stand 
down. Shipmate Hide, who had pre¬ 
viously held the office, as was soon 
apparent, to new members, was 
elected in his stead. 

So with everything at Hailing on an 
even keel and all members looking 
forward confidently to the coming 
season's activities, this, shipmates, 
must be all. If it is not too late we 
wish all shipmaids and shipmates 
everywhere all the best for 1956. 

J. F. TONG. 

Hon. Secretary. 


It is feared that Mr. S. Stretton. 
Chairman, because of further and 
more onerous business responsibilities, 
will be unable to continue. 

The removal of Shipmate W. 
Boshicr from Mitre Inn to Railway 
Arms, Basingstoke, will probably 
mean branch seeking new meeting- 
place. 

As a decision from as many mem¬ 
bers as possible would be helpful, a 
large attendance at Annual General 
Meeting is hoped for. 


BANGOR 

TWO OF our most popular annual 
events have taken place since our last 
contribution to Navy News. They arc 
the Christmas Children’s Party and 
our New Year Party. 

The first was as successful as it has 
been in the past, and our sixty young 
guests enjoyed to the full the' games, 
tea. and visit of Santa Claus with his 
bag of presents. 

The New Year Party attracted 
nearly 100 members and friends, and 
a really splendid troupe of artistes 
gave us one of the most entertaining 
nights we have yet had. After the 
show, supper was served, and then 
dancing until 2 a.m., when the play¬ 
ing of the National Anthem brought 
to an end our party. We should like 
to express our thanks to the Social 
Committee who did such a fine job in 
organising the party, and to whisper 
"Please repeat in honour of shipmates 
of H.M.S. Bulwark," whose arrival in 
the near future has come over the 
grapevine. 

We have said before how very much 
we look forward to visits by H.M. 
Ships, and a very hearty welcome 
awaits all serving shipmates of the 
"Bulwark” when she arrives. If any of 
those shipmates should chance to read 
this, may I. with the Editor's permis¬ 
sion. extend an invitation to any of 
you requiring information of any kind, 
or who would like arrangements made 
for anything, to drop a line to our 
Hon. See., who will see to it that you 
will not be disappointed. 

Finally, here is the address of our 
Headquarters, where a cordial wel¬ 
come awaits any shipmate who may 
visit Bangor. Royal Naval Association, 
Bangor Branch. 16a Queens Parade, 
Bangor, County Down, Northern 
Ireland. 


The Secretary's address is: J. 
Richards. 63 Havelock Street. Can¬ 
terbury. 

We still remember our Outing to 
Portsmouth, and visit to the Branch 
several years ago. so please accept 
every good wish for the New Year. 
Pompey, from all at Canterbury. 

G. TOM KIN. 


DORKING 

HERE AT last with our first full 
report, let me send the branch's best 
wishes to all readers. Since our 
Dedication last September events 
have come along quite fast, the old 
year ended up with the annual child¬ 
ren's party on December 31. the 
branch were very lucky in having the 
services of Father Christmas to help 
the fun out. Incidentally, the ship¬ 
mates of the branch had just as good 
a time, especially with the Mickey 
Mouse films. Of course, events like 
these would be just about impossible 
without the aid of the ladies. The 
New Year has once again brought 
the A.G.M., the Chairman, Treas¬ 
urer, and Secretary are all in again to 
help keep the ship on an “even-keel." 
but we still have some excellent mem¬ 
bers. who always seem to arrive 
whatever the weather. 

For the future, we have one of our 
popular dances once again, also, the 
branch’s second annual dinner. So. I 
think I shall have to sign off for this 
time, with the best of luck. 


EDGWARE 

A COACH load of members and 
wives visited the Battersea Branch 
R.N.A. on New Year’s Eve, and were 
welcomed by the Social Secretary, and 
issued with carnival hats. Then, getting 
the necessary throat oil, we entered 
into the party spirit, as only Matclots 
can. with a sing-song and dancing. At 
midnight all joined in singing Auld 
Lang Syne, and after seeing 1956 well 
in. the homeward journey was made 
after a most enjoyable evening. Thank 
you. Battersea. 


WELLING 

WE HAVE now passed another year 
of membership of the R.N.A. and 
look forward to see the Association 
gain more members. 

During the past year we attended 
the Worthing Branch R.C. Dedication 
Service, and the R.C. Union Rally at 
the Festival Hall. Our friends at Sid- 
cup attended one Social in December. 
We have visited Sidcup on the occa¬ 
sion of their Annual Dinner and also 
for two of their Socials. 

We held our Annual General Meet¬ 
ing on Sunday, January 15, when we 
had a very good muster of members. 
1 must say that the spirit of this 
Branch is of the highest quality. We 
have the solid core of old members 
with a sprinkling of younger ones, and 
we do hope to get more young mem¬ 
bers so that we not only have quality 
but quantity. 

This year, in May, this Branch will 
have been in existence 21 years, and 
to celebrate this occasion we arc hold¬ 
ing a Celebration Dinner and Dance 
at the Embassy Ballrooms, Welling. 
We arc hoping that members of local 
Branches will accept our kind invita¬ 
tion to attend. We would also be 
pleased to welcome any member of 
the R.N.A. Details of this Dinner and 
Dance may be obtained from the 
Hon. Secretary. Welling Branch. 

Wishing all Branches the very Best 
of Luck. 

TOM KING. 


YEOVIL 

The report from the Royal Naval 
Association. Yeovil, has had to be held 
over until our next issue. 


LEWISHAM 

The Branch annual general meeting 
was held on Wednesday, January 18, 
and the election of officers for 1956 
took place. Results as follows : 

Chairman : W. F. Faro (re-elected). 
Vice-chairman : T. Haslett. Treasurer : 
F. Winch (re-elected). Hon. secretary : 
R. A. Davis (re-elected). 

Once again we were honoured hy the 
presence of our president, Rear- 
Admiral J. Figgins, C.B.E. 


HORLEY 

OUR MONTHLY dances are still | 
proving very popular, and arc well 
attended. We arc now looking for¬ 
ward to Navy Days at Portsmouth on 
Easter Sunday—this is in the nature 
of "Children's Party"; also the Royal 
Tournament. A.G.M. was on January 
21. Our next dances will be on Satur¬ 
days, February 11 and March 10; 
also we hope to fix one for April and 
May. 

R. T. GILES. 

Hon. Secretary. 


SHERBORNE 

THE DANCE on New Year's Eve 
was a great success. The organising 
committee deserve commendation for 
the comfort and pleasure provided for 
such a large attendance. There were 
at times upwards of one hundred 
couples dancing to the music of Eddie 
Phillips and his Orchestra. 

The Annual General Meeting was 
due to be held on Tuesday, January 

The branch is happy to know that 
Rear-Admiral Fox. C.B.. President, 
feels well enough to continue in office. 


When the 
Ckcaauw 

important 


vs 


YOU’LL BE 

DRESSED 


GLAD YOU WERE 

by FLEMINGS 


OUR EXPERIENCE OVER NEARLY 
HALF A CENTURY ENSURES THAT 
YOUR UNIFORM AND CIVILIAN CLOTHING 
WILL BE ABSOLUTELY CORRECT AND WITH 
THE EXTRA TOUCH OF QUALITY THAT 
MEANS SO MUCH 


Send your requirements to ; 

Memben ot the Interport Nivil Tnderi' Allocation 

A.FLEMING&Co. 

(OUTFITTERS) LTD. 

Naval and Civilian Tailors and Outfitters 

CONTRACTORS TO THE ADMIRALTY 

Local Branch: 

II EDINBURGH ROAD, PORTSMOUTH 

ALSO TRAFALGAR INSTITUTE 

Head Offices; 

HAY STREET and PORTLAND STREET, PORTSMOUTH 

Grams: • Navserge' Portsmouth Phone: Portsmouth 74352 (2 lines) 

Branches at Chatham, Devonport, Weymouth, Gibraltar, Malta 
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Sports 

THE SOCCER season at “Ford" is 
still going with a swing, with our 
1st XI still in the running for the 
Challenge and Charity Cups, with a 
good chance of bringing home both! 
We are due to meet Daedalus in 
the semi-final of the Challenge Cup 
on Wednesday. February 22. Our 
position of sixth in the League is a 
little disappointing but we are out 
to gel very close to Collingwood 
before the end of the season, provid¬ 
ing they stay at the top! 

League results to date (January 20): 

P.. 17; W.. 6; D.. 5; L., 6; F., 63; 
A.. 50. Pts. 17. 

The Rugby Team has been doing 
very well this season with only two 
“lost" marked on their record. 
More's the pits that one of those was 
the semi-final of the H.A.C. Cup 
against Culdrosc. but they can con¬ 
sole themselves with the thought that 
the victors were the eventual winners 
of the Cup. plus the soccer and the 
hockey cups! 

Incidentally the Hockey Team have 
had the same misfortune. They have 
lost one game only this season, the 
cup match against Siskin. Their 
record reads; 

!».. 22; W.. 16; D.. 5; U I. 

By the way. how is this for a 2nd 
XI soccer record?: 

P.. 12; W.. 9; D., I; I... 2; F.. 81; 

A.. 18. Pts. 19. 

At least the Navy is well represented 
on the soccer field in Sussex by the 
sea! 


R.N.A.S. CULDROSE 


COMMAND NEWS 


THE NAME of R.N.A.S. Culdrosc is. 
we hope, well known throughout the 
fleet, but it is possible that the task 
of the Air Station is less widely 
appreciated. In this first article from 
Culdrosc. it may be of interest to 
outline the various activities that take 
place here. 


The Observer School and Naval Air 
Signal School is responsible for train¬ 
ing officers as Observers in the Fleet 
Air Arm. The first Long "O" Course 
since the war. composed of Dart¬ 
mouth entry officers, is now about 
midway through its training pro¬ 
gramme. At the same time National 
Service and Short Service officers arc 
being trained up to wings standard. 
The above is by no means the whole 
work of the School; for among fre¬ 
quent visitors are W.R.N.S. Signallers 
and Telegraphists, Wireless Instruc¬ 
tors. t h e Long Communications 
Courses. Commissioned Communica¬ 
tion Officers and various N.A.T.O. 
Courses. Lastly a variety of Recogni¬ 
tion Intelligence and short advanced 
are run for aircrew officers 


air courses 
in addition to the main work of the 
school. 

The flying part of observer training 
is carried out by 750 and 796 Squad¬ 
rons who fly Sea Princes and Mark 7 
fireflies respectively. 

Formation of Australian Squadrons 

The winter term at Culdrosc started 
otr at a brisk pace with the formation 
of the two Australian Squadrons on 
the day after leave, and a formation 
ceremony on August 23 attended by 
the Hon. Sir Thomas White. K.B.E., 
D.F.C.. V.D.. the High Commissioner 
for Australia. Vice-Admiral C. John. 
C.B.. Mag Officer Air (Home) and 
Rear-Admiral G. Willoughby. Flag 
Officer Flying Training, and Directors 
and Senior Representatives of Eaircy 
Aviation and Armstrong Whitworth 
Engine Division attended the cere¬ 
mony. SOX R.A.N.' Squadron also 
attended from Ycovilton. 

On August 29 we were visited by 
Mr. J. P. L. Thomas. M.P.. first Lord 
of the Admiralty, whose well-deserved 
Viseountey was announced in Decem¬ 
ber. He appeared to take a sincere 
and friendly interest in all that he saw 
and departed during the afternoon in 
one of our helicopter 


R.N.B. PORTSMOUTH 


of spot prizes, and even a Beauty 
Queen contest, ’thirdly, a Christmas 
party was thrown for ratings' child¬ 
ren. and this was enjoyed just as 
much, if not more so. by the people 
directly concerned with running it. 
as by the children themselves. All 
three of the above events were held in 
the Station's Concert Hangar, which 
was appropriately decorated in the 
usual festive manner. 

The Station wishes to take this 
opportunity in wishing a belated 
Happy New Year to all officers and 
ratings, past and present, everywhere. 


WE WELCOME: as Commodore of 
Royal Naval Barracks Commodore J. 
Thompson. R.N. He assumed com¬ 
mand on January 12. 

Welfare Amenities 

It is becoming increasingly appar¬ 
ent that a large number of ratings in 
the Portsmouth Command arc unaware 
of the very useful amenities which are 
available for their use in R.N. 
Barracks. Some of the major amen¬ 
ities arc;— 

A good-class laundry which can 
cope with all sorts of washing at very 
Situation—in the 


A. R. Pcddcr, C.B., visited Culdrosc ; 1955 to become one of the busiest Air 
to present wings to No. 25 Observer 1 Stations in the country. 

Course and stayed on as Gucst-of- - 

Honour to our iast wardroom dinner jj jyj g EXCELI ENT 

Supplies to Wolf Rock Lighthouse WE'VE MADE our New Year rcso- 
An incident which will be of in- lutions on the Island and. in case you 
terest to many readers occurred readers think that it is high time we 
during the Christmas leave period. Gunnery chaps did improve our ways. 

The weather in the latter half of let me make it quite clear that we' 

December. 1955, was so continuously have also resolved to put \N hale ’> 
bad. that, after trying for more than Island on top this year. Ifiat is just 
a fortnight. Trinity House at Pen- a tip *o that other establishments can 
* or Mount zance had been unable either to re- look to their mettle. 
w lievc or get supplies to the three January as always has been a busy! 

On September 4 we gave a demon- j; CC p C r, in the Wolf Rock Lighthouse, month for us and. on return from 

stratum of rescue from crashed air- mc „ wcrc down to their emer- leave, we said good-bye to Capt. 
craft, with the attendant dangers of geney rations. On Christmas Eve. with Rutherford who has been relieved by 

mishandling ejector scatsi. to a party a fu n Ka | c blowing, it looked as Capt. R. Casement. O.B.F. We must . . 

of one hundred Civil Defence Volun- though the keepers were in for a congratulate C apt. Rutherford on his 'he canteen during the dinner hour 
leers. Such demonstrations, given cheerless Christmas. To the helicopter award of the C.B.E. in the New Year's ' and ' va,k off with our newspapers, 
variously to parties of Civil Defence lljg ht at R.N.A.S. Culdrosc this Honours and also wish him the best but. in return, five modern blocks have 
Volunteers and Home Guard Units sccmc j a p j (> , and although officially of luck in the future. sprung from a once desolate field, 

are becoming a regular Sunday (here were no facilities available due We also send our congratulations Ihcse blocks arc for the Chiefs and 
feature and we regard them as Sun- to the closing of the Airfield during to one of our old supporters. C.P.O. P-Os. Nothing definite has been stated 
days well spent. Ihcse; volunteer units , hc (cave period, a volunteer crew Barnes, on his well deserved honour regarding modern accommodation for 
give up plenty of their time to learn offered their services to Trinity of the B.E.M. We hope it will look 'he junior rates, but they arc taking 
to help aircrew and we regard their House, who accepted. Arrangements well on his new Chief Waterman's a very optimistic view on the matter; 
visits as important functions. wcrc nK ,j c for the helicopter to winch uniform, though I believe this needs already their conversation is along the 

The Lighter Side up a bag of supplies and mail from no additional decoration. lines of single beds, and bedside 

On October 8. 1831 R.N.V.R. the harbour wall at Penzance. This year we welcome the Pompcy •amps. The blocks arc due to open in 

Squadron visited us for a week-end’s According to the pilot, delivering IT'cltl Gun's Crew back to the Eland i July, 1956. 

flying. Unfortunately the weather was that bag is the hardest thing he has for their training and assure them that 764 Squadron is television's latest 

unkind and they did not get as much ever done in a helicopter. The Wolf Excellent will give them all the help discovery; they appeared on I.T.V. on 

flying as wc would all have wished Light is over a hundred feet high. we can . ! December 15 Viewers saw four Sea 

for. but a happy liaison was started and with the aircraft another twenty \ sad event this month is the relief Hawks participating in "touch-and- 

and we will try to provide more blue feet above it. his only visual refer- of H.M. Tug Antic. She turns over to go's" and catapult take-offs from 

sky on any future occasion that encc was a raging sea, 120 feet Yard Craft manning and wc wish her H.M5. Bulwark. Much to the surprise 

occurs. During the same week-end 825 below. Once the cap of the light- the best of luck under the Blue of the ground crews awaiting their 

Squadron came of age and Vice- house passed under the nose of his Ensign. Wc also send our best wishes arrival at Ford, four complete 

Admiral C John, C.B.. Mag Officer aircraft, he had no other visual refer- lo hcr ncw crcvv aiM j assure them Hawks returned home. 

Air (Home), who was once a member cnee on which to anchor his air- that, as before. Whale Island will be when engaged on Rocket Proiectilc 
of the Squadron, together with a crewman s instructions. Nine times Antic's home from home. dives over Wmthv Down a Wvvern 

number of other senior officers who they had to sheer oil and try again. th, iu««l i*. . 1 , ' c . _ v . c , r 1 'J n ' I yv rn 


moderate prices, 
collonadc adjoining "K" block. 

A first class dry-cleaning plant for 
and civilian clothes. 


both uniform 
again at very moderate prices. Situa¬ 
tion—on the centre stairs of "K" 
block. 

R.N.It. coaches. Two of the most 
up-to-date and luxurious 38-scatcr 
motor coaches are available for priv¬ 
ate parties for sports trips, theatre, etc. 

A modern boot and shoe repairing 
shop manned by an expert craftsman. 
Repairs done cheaply and speedily. 

A small but very efficient printing 
press where high-class work is carried 
out at competitive prices. 

A notice board in the entrance to 
the canteen where advertisements “for 
sale, exchange, wanted, etc.," can be 
placed free of charge. 


II.M.S. DOLPHIN 


THE PARLIAMENTARY and 
Financial Secretary to the Admiralty, 
the Hon. George Ward. M.P.. visited 
Blockhouse on January 12. He was 
met by Rear-Admiral W. J. Woods. 
D.S.O.-!- (Flag Officer, Submarines), 
Capt. R. L. Alexander, D.S.O. 
D.S.C., and Cdr. P. G. Sharp. D.S.C. 
During his visit he saw the Training 
Area, the 100ft. tank, the new blocks 
under active construction, various 
mcssdccks. and was shown round 
H.M. Submarine Alaric. The Parlia¬ 
mentary Secretary was well in¬ 
formed not only regarding the latest 
developments in submarines, but of 
affairs in Blockhouse itself—he was 
deeply interested with what he saw, 
and ii was evident that he appreciated 
the many points which were made 
during his tour of the establishment. 

Last September we gave a brief 
story of previous ships which had 
borne the proud name of Dolphin. 
Some of these previous ships, painted 
by Harold Wyliie. may be seen in 
the Ward Room of Blockhouse Fort. 
One Dolphin, the sixth, of 44 guns 
does not appear in this collection, and 
the fifth Dolphin, built in 1755. of 20 
guns, is only partly visible behind 
H.M.S. Arrogant. Both these two 
vessels have links with Nelson. The 
filth Dolphin, in 1776. brought Nelson 
home from the East Indies, where, 
after two years in H.M.S. Seahorse, 
he was so broken with illness that 
Commodore Sir Edward Hughes 
arranged for a quick passage to Eng¬ 
land. At the successful conclusion ol 
affairs in Minorca, about the turn of 
the nineteenth century, the sixth 
Dolphin was commanded by Cap!. 
Josiah Nisbct. He was Nelson's step¬ 
son. and. at this time, was not yet 
twenty years of age. A year or so 
later, when in command of H.M.S. 
Thalea. some bitter feeling developed 
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Compassionate Air!ill 


between stepfather and stepson such Dartmouth Cadets 

that when the Thalca paid off Nisbett The fj rsl course of Dartmouth 

was never again employed. Cadets arrives here on January IS. 

Of these two vessels the fifth, by Then in succession courses will arrive 
virtue of its two important voyages of f or lwo weeks Air Training and 
exploration and navigation between Experience with 727 Squadron. This 
the years 1764 and 1768. has become squadron commissioned here on Janu- 
famous, and a kinsman of Capt. - .... 

Samuel Wallis who commanded the 
Dolphin on its second trip, still has 
the manuscript log and some admir¬ 
able pen and ink sketches of the ship. 

It may interest Dolphins to know that 
Lord Clive, in an attempt to reach 
India quickly, tried to get a passage 
wi'h Capt. Byron, when the first 
voyage was barely begun—hut was 
refused by reason of a threat to the 
secrecy under which the first voyage 
of exploration had been prepared. 

H.G.M. 


ary 5 under the command of Lieut.- 
Cdr. H. Bain. R.N. 

Sport 

All arc well supported and voluntary 
keep-fit classes surprisingly well- 
attended. The predominant game in 
this part of the country is Rugby- 
Union. There is also excellent shoot¬ 
ing. horse riding, fishing. Last sum¬ 
mer the station, acquired, a Seine Net. 
Twenty officers toiled all night and 
caught one fish. It has been reported 
that the middle bulge of the net was 
left open allowing the fish to escape. 

All sailors would feel at home here: 
it will be the home of an increasing 
number of naval airmen. Places arc 
widely separated. One thinks nothing 
of travelling thirty miles to a game or 
social function. So go west young 
man. preferably on your horse, cycle 
or motor-car. 


IF YOU are ever sent to Brawdy it 
will be a ease of "go west young 
man" to the coast of Pembrokeshire, 
ten miles the other side of Haverford¬ 
west. The pioneering days here arc 
almost over and a large air station 
with all modern amenities is gradually- 
being wrought on the coast of this 
beautiful, storm-lashed and remote 
country of Wales. 

Married Quarters 

Over two hundred married quarters 
have been built; most of them at 
Haverfordwest. On the station large 
modern messes, halls and sleeping 
blocks arc under construction. One 
strange building (already nick-named 
Lenin's Tomb) houses the high-power 
hot water installation that will be 
switched on in January to heat the 
whole station. More squadrons will 
arrive to join the well-established ones 
here when the new Wardroom opens 
next May to accommodate one hun¬ 
dred and forty officers. 

laical Contacts 

The ancient cathedral and shrine of 
St. David is situated in Britain’s 
smallest city five miles to the west. 
In mediaeval times two pilgrimages 


HALS. Ocean 

On November 30. Ocean, in com- proceed at high speed to embark a Vidal was sighted, and shortly aftcr- 
pany with Theseus, was nearing Eng- rating from Vidal and to convey him wards a helicopter, usually used for 
land on passage from Tangier and the to the U.K. on compassionate leave. survey ing, took off from her deck and 
Mediterranean, when a signal was Ocean was detached for this duty landed on Ocean with Cook (O.) 
received by the Flag Officer. Home and set a course at 20 knots to Johnson. After a further trip with his 
Fleet Training Squadron, authorising rendezvous with Vidal 400 miles out baggage, the helicopter returned to 
one of the -.hips of the Squadron to in the Atlantic. In the early afternoon Vidal, and the ships parted. 


R.N.A.S. STRETTON 


WITH THE New Year still so young 
it is necessary to cast our minds 
back to before the closed flying period 
for items worthy of record as. at the 
same time, we look forward to the 
future. 


R.N. DRAMA FESTIVAL. 1956 

THE VICTORY Theatre. R.N. 
Barracks and March 6. 7. K arc the 
place and dates for this year’s 
Portsmouth Command Drama 
Festival. Licut.-Colonel l.asbrcy 
from the British Drama League is 
the adjudicator for the nine teams 
competing. Plays, which should be 
original, run the gamut from R.N. 
Barracks’ "Before the Flood." 
through the middle act of "The 
River Line." "Villa for Sale." and 
"Journey's End" to "Murder in a 
Cathedral." Rules arc that any 
team shall not exceed a playing 
time of one hour, with ten minutes 
to rig the stage and live to strike 
thrown in for good measure. 


to St. David's were equal m merit to 
one pilgrimage to Rome. Last summer 
the Bishop of Portsmouth attended a 
Young Pilgrims' service there and 
arrived at Brawdy by air perhaps the 
best way to be a pilgrim in the 
twentieth century. 

St. David's Lifeboat crew is re¬ 
nowned for feats of seamanship and 
life-saving along this hazardous 


R.N.A.S. ANTIIORN 

WE FIND it rather difficult to dis¬ 
cover 


life-saving along this hazardous coast. 
Capt. Watts-Williams. the Coxswain. 
.. .2 Merchant Navy Master 

Mariner who served in the days of 
sail, is an imposing figure, whose 
bearded and distinguished counten¬ 
ance has appeared over Lifeboat 
appeals in papers all over the world. 
Last year they carried out the biggest 
rescue for some years when they 
brought-olf the crew of the "World 
Concord." a large tanker which broke 


.. ... material to write about in a 
term in which there arc no Air Days, 
Admiral's Inspections, or other such 
delightful episodes which provide the 
headline news. 

However, needs must when the 
Editor drives, so, taking our pen in 
frozen lingers, and pondering the wis¬ 
dom of being a “backward swimmer” 
in the heated baths at Wigton. wc 
set about our task. 

Perhaps the headline news this term 
is that one of the Commander's 
. ., Young Ladies. Margaret, recently 
'P? showed her gratitude to him by tak- 
ing First Prize in a Beauty Contest. 
. . Here wc should hasten to add that 
ne, J Margaret's success was as the best 
, sow in a local livestock show! 

,cnl After their success in topping their 
:up ' respective Divisions in the H.A.C. 
:up | Postal 22 League, our Open and 
,nal Wrens teams are again polishing up 
. . their "rusty trifles,” and setting their 
J 1 . sights on further victories. Their 
\ '* coach and mentor, the Parade 
Gunner, is however folding up his 
,nc tent and slipping away to warmer 
. . climes in Cornwall. Wc wish him 
, , good luck. Wc understand that there 
of r. .-... 1 . .u .... .u,,. 1 ... ...til 


a retired 


I lie Strettuu pantomime, 'The Dolly Princess' 


Cromarty who was a peerless accom¬ 
panist. 

Children's Christmas Party 

The Children's Party was attended 
by 200 children, including about 50 
orphans from the Warrington district. 

Films and side shows, games and Secretary had omi 
community singing, visits to Pirates' powcrs-that-bc of t 
Cave, presents from Father Christmas, dance, which coinci 
not to mention big eats all helped to the Wardroom and 
make the time pass all too quickly. along to Elcctriciar 


R.N.A.S. YEOVILTON 


on three December evenings in the 
Camp Cinema. There was also one 
performance for the families of 
civilian officers at Damhcad Hall. 
Gla/cbrook. 

The pantomime contained every¬ 
thing; humour, sentiment, sweet sing¬ 
ing. witchery and skullduggery (very 
clever stuff this), and for extra meas¬ 
ure two most attractive fairy queens. 
Mark I and Mark II. 

A talented team of dancers pro- 

_____. most attractive chorus, an 

miles from H.vi.S. Harrier. Kctc, and essential feature of any pantomime. 

irking day. Despite the The cast, too numerous to name, gave 
shortage of Wren 

to restrict thi 


the forward half of the stricken 
tanker but the men refused to “chance 
their arm" on the dangling strop. 

Recently the Greek owners. Niarkos. 
presented the wardroom with a mag¬ 
nificent silver cigarette box and the 
Welfare Fund a cheque for £50. 

There will be no Wrens at Brawdy 
for several years except for four 
Cine-Assessors who travel twenty-nine | vided a 

back every woil !’ ' ~ 

" "’ is it was found excellent 


necessary 


trick lighting and magical 
and especially to Mr. Bob 


Moulder’s 


318 FRATTON ROAD 

Phone—PORTSMOUTH il» 

SECONDHAND BOOKS & MUSIC 

A. Mce'i Children'! Encyclopedia 
Waverleyi. Harmiworth. Odhams and 
afl Che leadmi Publishers 
Encyclopedias — Various sixes 
S/-. 20/-. 25/-. £1, £5, etc 
These sets In (be first ploce cost many 
pounds ond ore «ry useful to hare In the home 
Second hind School Books tor children, 
sll lies, snd Students 
Over 500.000 books In stock 
I can tare you pounds — you can hare books 
you want 


The Executive Officer of R.N.A-S. Brawdy. who was promoted in the New 
Year. Captain ('. K. S. Aylwin. has a drink with the Commanding Officer. 
Captain D. C. E. F. Gibson, D.S.C.. before being dined in the Wardroom 
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H.JV.A.S. IJPSSMEMOUTH 


1955 Regalia and culling short ihc 
Squadron's lime al Gibraltar, but no 
violent emotion was stirred by either 
of these facts. 

Theseus arrived at Famagusta late 
on November 2. and ship's company 
and volunteer men under training 
working through the night completed 
the unloading by 0700 on the next 
day. Then both the lighters used for 
unloading were filled with libertymen 
and in this way some 800 managed to 
get ashore for two and a half hours. 
(Of the "incidents" to Theseus' 


H.M.S. DMLMGENCE 


a "make and mend" was granted for 
recuperation from the evening's toil. 

Service was 


Remembrance Sunday 
held just before entering Grand Har¬ 
bour for a short spell in Malta to 
rest the engine room ratings who had 
driven the ship so valiantly. After an 
enjoyable programme of sport and 
' 'ie island. Theseus sailed in 
with Ocean on Tuesday. 
November 8. and arrived in Gibraltar 
November II. Rear- 
. was flying his flag in 
passage. 

ship for 


company 

t\. 

on Friday. 1 
Admiral Higgs 
H.M.S. Ocean during this 
and Theseus was a private .... ... 
the first time in her role of training 
carrier. 

We were not at Gibraltar long 
comparatively speaking, and the last 
five or six days were marred by very 


LAST Saturday the Ship's Company 
of H.M.S. Diligence. Hythc. enter¬ 
tained 180 children, and gave them a 
roaring rollicking party. Among those 
present were thirty children from Holi- 
brook Home and Nazareth House. 
Southampton. They arrived by special 
bus flying a pirate's flag and escorted 
by a full-blooded pirate (P.O. Deane). 
Lieut.-Cdr. A. L. Harper. Executive 
Ofliccr of H.M.S. Diligence, was at 
the Main Gate to welcome them. 

A part of a large hangar had been 
transformed into a Pleasure Island, 
with swingboals. slippcry-slidcs. a 
Space Ship, all the Fun of the Fair, 
and a Flying Saucer, which carried 
its passengers high into the roof, on 
returning to earth each passenger was 
presented with a Certificate of Space 
Worthiness. 

Father Christmas (Mr. W. Wilson), 
arrived at Pleasure Island driving his 


sleigh, and proved to be as popular 
as usual, particularly with the smaller 
children, giving them rides in his 
sleigh. 

The Pirates' Cave was a great 
attraction, and each child who 
crawled through its mysterious inter¬ 
ior was initiated as Pirate Second- 
Class by the Chief Pirate. Snr. Cd. 
Gnr. N. Craggs. duly tattooed, and 
given a shining penny or Piece of 
Eight. 

After tea the children were enter¬ 
tained with a pantomime, and singing 
which was produced by Snr. Cd. Gnr. 
A. Ford, the cast coming from the 
Ship's Company, and finally each child 
received a gift from Father Christmas, 
and a bag of sweets and balloon on 
leaving. 

The party was organised by Snr. 
Cd. Gnr. J. Smith. 


heavy rain. It was impossible to race 
down to a waiting taxi without get¬ 
ting soaked—walking ashore was 


Sea Hawk being salvaged at Lossiemouth 

.ossiemouth we have water later in the day by a team led 
hristmas Leave to a by the Senior Engineer. Licut-Cdr. R. 

of weather so dear Foster. R.N.. and encouraged by 
if children and the more senior officers from the shore. 
Ie worlde Christmas Lieut.-Cdr. Kcighly-Peach's incident 
ground to the whine coincides with the request for a vol- 
we now have the unteer for the shallow water diving 
of the snow plough, course. 

frozen, and dour Since commenting that we arc pre¬ 
en of the Ground pared for "Snowdrop II." the first 
irficld in their little civilian emergency call of the term 
: overboard shovel- has been dealt with. On Saturday 
J sand to the Nth evening. January 14. 1956. at about 
hould the need arise 17(H). the helicopter was scrambled 
lor "operation Snow- to transport Mrs. D. M. Matthews, 
irsc. "It's an ill wind wife of Lieut. R. G. Matthews, 
ly good.” as they say Royal Australian Navy, from Elgin 
ice. and the Winter to Raigmore Hospital. Inverness 
i arc eagerly sharp- With the guidance of bonfires and 
:s. and doing what- car headlamps, the dillicult night 
lo to skis, in keen journey was accomplished by Mr. 
ie inevitable. A. W. Webb. R.N.. the duty hcli- 

r company, being copter pilot, and a baby daughter 
have flown south for was born to Mrs. Matthews at about 
Christmas. Nos. 801. 1830 the same evening. Had the hcli- 
ladrons. Commanded copter not been available a forty mile 
I.. J. Baker. P. M. journey over icebound roads would 
A.I-.C.. and R. H. [ have been necessary. 

left Lossiemouth on - 

v 10. 1956. on the ... , ns. _ 


3ln jflfmoriain 

V. H. J. Bailey. C.P.O. Steward 
P/LX 667695, Royal Naval Bar¬ 
racks. Died January 16, 1956. 

D. J. Yates, M(E)I, P/F'X 
805742, II. M5. Excellent. Died 
lanuary 28. 1956. 


P.T. SCHOOL 


IN EARLY November the British Football 

Legion staged their annual Remem- ... . . 

hrancc Parade in the Connaught Drill u ” e continue to progress in the 
Hall with the object of raising funds , K N Ha " ack * Sl * ecr league, and 
for the widows and o rphans of scr- j . havc :,s V el ^Ifercd but one loss. Due 
vicemen. The P.T. School asked to lo vcr >' sma " courses, team raising 
provide a display for the parade, pre- P rc * c >JlS many problems these days, 
pared a Judo display in which the two £ ,u V l . ,S \. cry muc h a matter of “all 

participants. Sgt. Cooper. R.M.. and hands ,0 * be , pumps. On the last oc- 

P.O. Taylor demonstrated the more “ s,on i ,f „ r ‘ cldl "8 :i ', cam - >«? 'han 
interesting features of Judo, and then ' hrcc C.P.Os turned out. and in all. 
proceeded to delight the crowd with “’“ r ” ul . of fiv « 0,1 lhl -' Present Staff 
unarmed defence against cosh, pistol ,, *h slru ctors course. A very fine 
(unloaded) and knife (razor sharp) cl,orl b >' ,ho5c concerned. 

An amusing commentary was given Courses 

by Lieut. H. A. Winckles. R.N. of the several courses at the school 

SPORT •" 'he present time most will have 

_ _ left by March and our numbers will 

C ross l ountry be very small. A Wrens' course is due 

The School entered a team of six to commence on January 30 and an 
in the Barracks Inter-divisional cross- Officers' sports course started at the 
country run and made second place, beginning of the month. 

Our star runners were P.Os. Smith An additional P.T. First-Class 
and Payne, who came fourth and 1 course started at the end of Novem- 
eighth respectively. Of the School her. and when it is completed Porls- 
tcam. five runners were selected for mouth and Chatham Divisions should 
the two Barracks' teams in the Com- he well up to complement at this rate 
mand race; they helped the Barracks and Devonport, which is four only 
to victory for the first time for many under complement, offset by their 
years (the "A" team) and fourth place excess in P.T.2 rates. 

(the "B" team). Courses of N.S.U.Y.(E) havc spent 

Hockev several energetic days at the school 

T . . ...... recently, and appeared to enjoy their 

I he new lower deck hockey knock- activities very much 
out competition, for the Trevor Mans¬ 
field Cup. was started in Barracks Drafts 

this season. It was inaugurated by the Congratulations to Sgt. Maker, 
parents of the late A.B. Mansfield R.M.. who has been selected for the 
for competition between the Barracks' R.M. Stalf P.T. Instructors' course at 
divisions. The School drew with the P.T. School. R.M.. Deal. While 
"Anson" in the first "play-off" of the he is away on his two months' course 
finals, and after extra time. A most (which we trust he will pass with fly- 
thrilling and nerve-wracking game, ing colours). C'pl. Joyce, R.M.. from 
and in view of the fact that we were Eastney. is carrying out his duties as 
two goals down with only three Fencing Master at the School. 


win was at hockey when Theseus 1st 
XI defeated an army team drawn from 
all units. 

The last phase of the H.F.T.S.’ 
Winter Cruise was to Tangier, and to 
those whose first visit it was. Tangier 
proved very interesting. We should 
go there more often. 

Here the inter - ship "soccer" 
matches, postponed due to bad weath¬ 
er in Gibraltar, took place. Theseus 
managing to win both 1 st and 2nd 
XI matches. The Training Squadron 
1st XV had a fairly comfortable win 
over the Tangier R F C., and the 2 nd 
XV were also successful against the 
French Club. 

Even our few days at Tangier 
were spoiled by the weather—the 
wind, this time, funnelling through 
the Straits caused the Squadron to 
weigh anchor and sail on Sundav 
evening, there having been no leave 


MEMBERSHIP IS open to all Ex- 
Servicemen of the R.N. and R.M. 
who are over 65 years of age. irre¬ 
spective of rank or rating held while 
serving. 

Subscriptions. 3/- per year. 

Full particulars and information of 
the above can be obtained from the 
Hon. Secretary: 

Mr. W. H. WINSOR. 

132 Lawrence Road. Southsca, 
or the Chairman -. 

Mr. A. BROOK. 

225 Chichester Road. North End. 

Meetings arc held in the Club 
Room of The Festing Hotel. South¬ 
sca. on the last Wednesday in every 
month, commencing at 6.30 p.m. 

A cordial welcome is extended to 
anyone who may be interested in the 
above and would like to attend the 
meetings. 

The meeting for February will be 
on Wednesday. February 29. 


takes up an appointment al Admir¬ 
alty. Lieut.-Cdr. R. Kcrslcy. D.S.C.. 
R.N.. our concert producer, to the 
Royal New Zealand Navy, on loan 
service, and the well known vintage 
flier. Mr. F. C. Rice. D.S.M.. R.N.. 
repudiates the allegation that he has 
been appointed to Lcc-on-Solent for 
conversion to monoplanes: also N.A. 
Hayes, who represented the Station 
and Home Air Command at soccer. 
To these and all other officers and 
ratings who havc departed recently, 
we wish all good fortune in their new 
jobs. 

Lieut.-Cdr. P. L. Kcighly-Pcach. 
D.S.O.. R.N.. Senior Pilot of 738 
Squadron, has had the honour of be¬ 
coming the first bather of the year, 
albeit involuntarily. On Monday. 
January 9. 1956. while on a routine 
check flight his Scahawk aircraft 
suffered a sharp loss of power while 
on final approach over the sea. He 
was forced to ditch the aircraft some 
two hundred yards from the beach, 
but was picked up unhurt from his 
dinghy within three minutes of the 
accident bv the duty helicopter, 
piloted by Mr. A. W. Webb. R.N. 


Hockey matchc- 
Theseus won th 
Shield for most 
games and competitions through the 
year. 

However. Theseus' pride in achieve¬ 
ment received a severe shock when 
Ocean's 1st XV defeated us by 14—11 
in an excellent game. 

Finally, we won the Portland 
Command "soccer" cup by beating 
!nd T.S. 

Captain 


Ocean. 


H.M.S. THESEUS 


H.M.S. LOCH LOMOND 

H.M.S. LOCH LOMOND (Cdr. 
B. M. D. I'Anson. R.N.). al present 
paying a courtesy visit to Muscat, has 
given passage lo the Political Resi¬ 
dent. Persian Gulf (Sir Bernard 
Burrows. K.C.M.G.). who is making 
an official call on the Sultan. 

The Sultan has recently returned to 
his capital from Salalah. where he 
resides during the summer. After his 
arrival, some twenty Sheikhs entered 
Muscat from the interior to reaffirm 
their loyalty. 

Some of the Sheikhs asked the 
Sultan if he could arrange for them 
to visit the ship, as they had never 
seen a warship before. They were 
later embarked for three hours al 
sea. during which the four inch guns. 
Bofor. and Squid were demonstrated. 

All Sheikhs were much impressed 
by their visit and received mementoes 
of a photograph of the ship and a 
Bofor cartridge ease on leaving. 


play, we defeated "Anson" by three 
goals to nil. in a game which was 
somewhat of an anti-climax, although 
in fairness to the opposition, it must 
be recorded that "Drafty" had been 
"at work" on them in the intervening 
few days. Nevertheless—well done. 
P.O. Cannon and his team. In addi¬ 
tion. much was owed to our sup¬ 
porters. who. with rattle, bell and 
vocal assistance, helped to maintain 
the team's morale. Mention also is 
due to P.O. Bartlett, on the new Re¬ 
qualifiers" course, who travelled over¬ 
night from Culdrosc. after taking 
part in the Navy Hockey Cup Divi¬ 
sional final, and then turned out the 
following afternoon to assist us with 
two vital goals. 

Congratulations also to P.O. 
Cannon, who has been playing regu- 


thc 


Pizev relieved Captain 
Miers on December 29. between the 
leave periods and Commander Carew 
Hunt was promoted Captain on New 
Year's Eve. Captain Miers' promotion 
to Rear-Admiral followed a week 
later. 

Theseus is now under "new man¬ 
agement" and moving towards a 
lengthy refit from February to May. 
There is just time, however." for a few 


salvaged at low' Cyprus. This meant abandoning the 


DEVELOPMENTS 


(PORTSMOUTH) 


Careers in Engineering Company for ex-Royal 
Navy skilled craftsmen as Fitters, Turners, 
Milling machinists, etc. Good working con¬ 
ditions and rates of pay in new factory. 

Apply Secretary, 

CJC DEVELOPMENTS (Portsmouth) LTD., 

Fitzherbert Road, Farlington, PORTSMOUTH 


larly for the Portsmouth Command 
and in all the R.N. Trials. He was 
recently selected to attend the Hockev 
Coaching Course, held at R.N. 
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SPOUTS PAGE 

SWIMMING NEWS 

TRAINING FOR the 1956 season has Swimming Bath in order to learn the 
now' started at the R.N. Baths on fundamentals of swimming and to 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings from pass the Provisional Swimming Test. 
5.30 to 6.30. Coaching will be in the Similarly, H.M.S. Collingwood have 


R.N.A.S. EGLINTON 


Sunday, January 15—lost 1—2 Lower Deck Hockey Club ™ E WINTER so far has been 

THE R.N. hockey match against Sur- THIS IS a Saturday side made up of notablc for lh « lar 6 c number of 
biton at Eastney on Saturday had to players from ships and establishments matches, particularly part of ship 

be cancelled due to the unfit state of in the Portsmouth area. matches, played rather than for any 

Il’n i 8r ?v U . n r d nioh!’ whcrcas ' n lhc past three years we resounding successes by the Station 

wind over-night and a groundsman CO uld only arrange fixtures against T c n nrt for the manv is afier 
whose efforts to please are well mos , civ i|j a „ clubs ? Second and Third ms : S , port f ° c r w ,h ' 

known, the match at Whale Island xi's, our success over this period has a “> a *> rst a,m - Shortly before Christ- 

on Sunday was played. _ induced clubs to play us against their mas 820 Squadron played its final 

th 7"f h y?,h b .;.yy first ,cams • and consequently we now maIc h in the Inter-Part Soccer League 

have a first-class fixture list. and won the Inter-Part Cup by a 

captain and centre-forward Lk-ut D«Pite the higher standard we have convincing margin. The trophy was 
'iihin I Idiens and Olvmnic richt-ba-k I icut - morc than held our own. having presented by the Captain during his 
' Cdr Midelcv Indeed it is doubtful P ,a > ci1 1 4 games, won 8 and lost 6. final address to the Squadron on 

tor. Midglcy. indeed it is doumtui Wtf havc scorcd 4 , ROa , s and haJ 3? Friday January 6 Before Easter it is 

i tnlil'i- inti vn r ih,- unit, scored against us. Five of the six intended to complete the annual 

• - • . games we have lost have been by the Soccer Knockout competition and the 

far apart as Cornwall and Scotland, oM S 03 '- . six-a-sidc Hockey contest. 


hands of P.O. Ogden, who is one of now reduced their numbers of non- 
the premier National Coaches and swimming apprentices to nil. 
has been selected as chief Hants Having learned to swim and being 
County Coach for their swimming a reasonably capable swimmer, a man 
course to be held at Southampton in may well say "What now?" The solu- 
April, 1956. tion is most evident and is published 

All swimmers and water polo by the Admiralty in the form of two 

players arc invited to come along and A.F.Os.. 3443 and 3464 of 1955. 
also to attend the Annual General These deal with Life Saving w 
Meeting of the Portsmouth Command the Navy. Being capable of swimming., 

Swimming Club, the date of which and therefore of saving himself, a » cither w 

will be published very soon in Ports- man's thoughts should turn to the ' Services „ _, v . .... nv lnc 

mouth Sports Information. saving of others in immediate danger able talent is scattered from places as • y 

Last season's successes included:— of drowning. ; far apart as Cornwall and Scotland. ' . _ 

Sub-Lieut. Dowling set up a new At Command Swimming Baths, and neither of which provides regular Our captain (C P.O. Taylor H.M^S. 

Navy record of 63.8 secs, for the 100 at Portsmouth in particular, voluntary weekly fixtures or the standard of Phoenix), at centre-half, and C.P.O. 
yards back stroke at Portsmouth. Life Saving classes arc being held hockey of a good London side Crozicr. have played with the club 

A.B. Purkiss. besides establishing a every week. These provide facilities The Navy scored first through Kit- since before the war. The former 

new time of 73.2 secs, for the 100 whereby instruction is given to enable son. but I eddington equalised soon especially has been a great cncourage- 

yards breast stroke at Portsmouth, volunteers to pass the examinations a f'« half-time. Prom then it was ob- ment to both the team and Lower 

ilso won the Hampshire County 200 of the Royal Life Saving Society and 'ious that the visitors would prcvai Deck hockey within the Command, 

yards breast stroke championship. so to gain their awards. It is sug- ,iS . the >’ looked the better team and Top goal-scorer is P.O.(F.I) Cham- 

F..R.A. Viney won the Kent County gested that the ideal examination for 1 'j P r ‘"cd. while the Navy were dis- pion (H.M.S. Diligence) with 15 goals. 
100 vards butterfly championship at which to enter initially is the bronze ,low m clearing and tried to closely followed by P.O. Cannon 

Rltham in a new record time of 65.4 medallion, and anyone whose appetite dribble and push, rather than hit and (R.N. School of P.T.). who, when he 

secs. is sufficiently whetted in achieving run - c . dr - Rc P ard aI le ."‘ bac “ was an is not playing for the United Services 

Life Saving in the Roval Navv this may continue through bronze exception and many of his clearances | sl xi or in Navy Trials, combine to 

A man who is unable to swim is a cross and Award of Merit to the well and truly hit a delight to make a very powerful inside pair, 

burden to himself and a potential highest award of all, the Diploma of nr? , ?imr ' hC Wlnncr ,cn Players of good standard arc morc 

source of danger to his shipmates. the Society. mi -rU\ '• than welcome and arc requested to 

As our Commander-in-Chicf. Ports- Those who are interested and who _ 1 J? ° wbfinn h«iK contact P.O. Dalton. H.M.S. Colling- 

mouth. said at the last dinner of the arc serving in the Portsmouth Com- j 'J"wood CTcl. No. Dockyard 4506. Ext. 

Southern Counties Swimming Associa- mand should ask their P.T. or Sports , and will do better when they , 68) 
tion. it was an "abominable thing" if Officer for details of courses. These If?,™ wuth from S^t'and. Cole « 

a man wearing the uniform of the details arc published periodically in f /' .h' v^n^si nHvrrTn lhr - 

Royal Navy was unable to swim. Portsmouth Temporary Memoranda. I ‘ ‘ “ ...' /I 1 - . 8 ** p 1 . I) V t C A II 

The following details will help to At present, and until the Royal ! £ ^ Her, ««ln P r.m, d K *N* A * & * 

show how ships and establishments Navy decides io institute its own Life d li.ul, loh TIir 

arc taking advantage of opportunities Saving auards. it is only possible to . ■ £ f r ’ .. f * .• ? STATION welcomed Capt. 

and facilities offered by Naval Swim- enter for the Royal Life Saving | ^ear/inho^nea Waterhouse M the newCommanding 

ming Baths throughout the country to Society awards, and therefore *»'« ; i ‘? h cr holding a officer in September last Amongst 

rectify this appalling state of affairs, course of instruction to be followed is 'Trim—Cdr I W Jamieson man > ”'*? cr Jhings. he !s a keen sailing 
Recently H.M.S. Tyne alone re- that contained in the Handbook of .rntVwo oi w Ic h) • l££ "T' ««» hoped that under his lead- 

duccd her number of men unable to that Society. 1 F H Cde Wimon (R NAS er $ ,p ‘? c su ? e “ 1 * al ,hc h ? i 

swim to a low level of 40 in a ship’s Numbers of non-swimmers who i ostiemoulhV Cdr J D L Reoard ac k ,ev J-*J. P arl, cularl> on the Cl>dc. 
company of 500. This represents a passed the^Provisional Swimming Twt [h.M.S. virnonSf InsE-Licub R R Man- S M^San^hng’ war u^ked'u|lon 
percentage.of 92 who arc capable at the three main ports during 1955 lh (R.N.B. Portsmouth): A.A.2 " a neworo to the Ovdc afea 
of swimming and remaining afloat, were:- Davis (R.N. AS. Lossiemouth): Sub- where the R N S A Uft dinghies 

Other ships have followed his ex- Portsmouth. 3.468 , ieul H . Co , e (H . M S . Thunderer): ^rm a kccnly contested class Al- 

amplc and many men arc voluntarily Plymouth . 3.033 sub-Lieut. R. Cummuskey (R.N.A.S. ready theswtonhaswon two of the 

appearing at the Portsmouth R.N. Chatham . 415 Cu ,j rosc): A . A . 2 R . h. Browne S , r ‘L*S‘' 0 '"f 


R.N.A.C. (SOUTH) 


WITH LEAVE period coming be¬ 
tween two issues of this paper, there 
is not much racing news to report, so 
we will start with some personal notes 

Firstly, all members of the Club 
must have been delighted to sec that 
our late Hon. Secretary. C.P.O. 
Barnes had been honoured in the 
New Year List with the B.E.M. There 
is no doubt that this was a hard 
earned award, and I think it is the 
first occasion on which any active 
member of the Club has received such 
an award. Although he has left the 
Service, we still see him at our Satur¬ 
day fixtures when he is down for 
his week-ends until his new house is 
ready for him at Eton. 

News has recently arrived from 
Hong Kong to the effect that Master 
at Arms Bob Pape has been hitting 
the headlines out there with new 
Hong Kong records l'or the 3.000. 
5.000 and 10.000 metres races as well 
as the corresponding mile distances, 
and he has also done ten miles in fifty 
minutes quite recently. Another old 
Robinson is 


it is some time since we failed to get 
a member actually running in the 
team, and 1 think this shows the 
strength of the Hampshire team on 
this occasion. Writer Huffman had less 
difficulty in getting a place in the 
Oxfordshire team. 

Newcastle papers made a great 
song about the appearance of a 


BOXING 


A.B. Jackson (the organiser of the 
club team for this race) forty-first, 
were the scoring members of the team, 
which, from a study of the results, 
appears to have finished in fourth 
position. E.M. Briggs and R.E.M. 

Copping were the others to run among 
the 120 -odd starters. 

With regard to events in Ports¬ 
mouth. several members of the Club 
competed in Portsmouth A.C.’s five 
miles road handicap on the Saturday 
before Christmas and Dewsnap fin¬ 
ished third. On the first run of the 
year against P.A.C. on their course, 
our members combined with P.A.C. 
against Eastleigh and Southampton 
combined, and lost narrowly. In the 
return fixture against P.A.C. at Dryad (given)- 
we defeated P.A.C. and Rydc Harriers (gj ve n)' 
very comfortably with a very strong This 
packing team, but our juniors rather fi na | s . 


Association in Coventry during 
February: further details of this can 
be obtained from the station P.T. 
officer. 


FENCING 


Club member, 
apparently quite recovered from his 
heel injuries which stopped his active 
running when he was at Collingwood. 
and he finished second to Pape in the 
Fleet distance race. 

L.R.E.M. Ragg has returned to 
Collingwood for a Mechanician's 
Course, which should keep him in the 
area for a long time to come, and 
another returned “star" is R.E.M. 
Bradley, in for the Leading Hands' 
course, which will keep him available 
for twelve months—his running 
second in the Home Fleet Cross 


says 

MR. MORE-FOR-LESS 

THE RIZLA MAN 

Here’s news! Keep your 
smoking costs down. It’s 
dead easy—roll your cigar¬ 
ettes with a handy Rizla 
machine; fresh, full-flavoured, 
satisfying. I know! 

CAN SAVE £££’S 
IN A YEAR AND ITS 
COST IN A DAY 


for the Club show that he is really 
fit. 

S.A. Dewsnap is to be congratulated 
in being selected as travelling reserve 
for the Hampshire team in the Inter- 
County Cross Country Championship: 


buys CIGARETTE PAPERS 
MACHINE and FILTER TIPS 


NAVY NEWS PHOTO 
POSTCARDS 


Suitable Albums are being 
prepared for these postcards. 

Full details will be printed in 
the March issue. 


—also have some powerful players, 
so the competition should be close 
and hard fought. 


NAVY NEWS 
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Classified Advertisements 


THE ROYAL 
NAVYTO VISIT 
LONDON 


BOURNEMOUTH CAR DISTRIBUTORS re- HOUSE FOR SALE. II Grafton Avenue. Parti- | TO LET. two furnished rooms, usual facilities; 

quire experienced storekeeper.—Write Edwards mouth, comprising single stone hay forecourt, no linen.—3 Bcrcsford Road. North Lnd. 

A Co. (Bournemouth) Ltd.. Oxford Road. 3 bedrooms, bathroom, ranellcd bath. 2 rooms 
Bournemouth. and kitchen; modern fireplaces, conservatory. “ 

_ _ . _ .. . _ tI _ food carden; food decorative order and repair; 

HILL LND HOSPITAL. St. Albans. Herts. £| 2 00 

Assistant cooks (2). male, required at the above ' * 

hospital 20 miles trom Central London; wages LARGE 4-BF.DROOM HOUSE, double bays, 
and conditions of service according to A.S.C.: forecourt, lane front, middle and back rooms, 
wages £7 8s. r»d. per -Ht-hour week, plus extra modern grates, large kitchen. 40ft. greenhouse, 
payment (or Sunday and holiday duty, and to Easy for conversion into 2 flats. Splendid con- 

holdcrs of recognised cookery diplomas. A dition throughout. Owner occupied. Not under 

charge of 41s per week is made for board rcsi- replanning scheme. £1.400.—View between 6 to 
dcnce.—A ppI. aliens stating age and experi- 8 pm. Drcicr. 137 Sultan Road. Portsmouth. 

ence. and giving the name and address of one __ _ 

referee, to the Group Catering Officer, as above SEMI-DETACHED BUNGALOW, lounge. 2 FORGET ALL YOUR CARES AND RELAX in 

bedrooms, kitchen, bathroom, linos, shed, a well-equipped 6-berth caravan situated in the 

RADAR and Communications Chief Petty Officer £1.600.—Jeiley. 13 Easthcld Avenue. Wot End. New Forest^which you can hire for a modest 

with workshop cxpcr.cncc. Special opportunity Farcham. fee. Children are welcome.—For particular, 

as proiect engineer on development and test gear. Mrs. A. K. Whittaker. 58 First Avenue. Far- 

Central London Company. Flat available for lington. Cosham, 

suitable applicant.—Box No. 22 "Navy News." 

ACCOMMODATION 


Classified Adtertbcmenfs may be 
placed at: 

Gale & Poldcn Ltd.. Nebon House. 
Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth, as well 
as at the Royal Natal Barracks. Ports* 
moufb 

Private Advertisements. 2d. per word; 
minimum, 2 s. 

Trade Advertisements, 4d per word; 
minimum, 4s. 

Name and address of advertiser 
must accompany each advertisement. 
Bos Number, 9d. extra. 


CARAVANS 


TWO H.M. Ships will visit the Port of 
London this month. The first arrival, 
H.M.S. Pelican (Commander C. J. 
Bateman, D.S.C.. R.N.) will secure at 
Battle Bridge Tier tomorrow (February 
10) at 11 a.m. The Pelican will be there 
until February 14. when she will sail 
lor Gibraliar en route for the South 
Atlantic Station. Her complement is a 
little under 200 officers and men. 

The oilier ship will be H.M. Sub¬ 
marine Thermopylae (Lieut.-Cdr. 
W. D. S. Scoit. R.N.). The Thermo¬ 
pylae will berth at West India Dock, 
Poplar, at 1.30 p.m. on February 17 
and will leave early in the morning of 
the 20th. Civic authorities of Poplar 
and representatives of the Port of 
London Authority will be entertained 
"Navy j on hoard on February 18. 

Neither ship will he open to the 
general public, though there will be 
opportunities, of course, for relatives 
(or j and friends to go on board. 

A fleeting visit to London will be 
paid on April 4 and 5 by H.M.S. Hardy 
(Cdr. B. W. C. Hewson. R.N.). The 
Hardy is the first of the new Black¬ 
wood Class anti-submarine frigates to 
Phone : 4jo4 71240 24-hou! hc hr °ught '"1° commission. She came 
.'.. - into service in December last. 


RESIDENT assistant house father handyman re- 
quired immediately for boy*' home: commctv- 
ing salary £230 p.a plus full revklcntial emolu¬ 
ment rated at £100 pa. for superannuation 
purpose'.—Apply staling age and experience, 
giving names ol two refcrencev to Superinten¬ 
dent R.N tk R M. Children’s Home. South 
Africa Lodge Stakes Hid Road. Waterloo* ilk. 
Phone 2297. 

RESIDENT STAFF required mainly sewing and 
supervisory duties; approximately 25 girb. — 
Apply Matron. R N. A R M Children’s Home. 
HopficlJ. Stakes llill Road. Waicrlooville. 

Phone 3122 


flir inclusion of any advertisement 
cannot be guaranteed, nor respond- 
bilit) accepted for errors or omissions. 


FOR SALE 


ACCOMMODATION tor nj.il pcrwnncl «rvl 
families; every comfort, excellent food if re¬ 
quired; terms moderate.—Littledean. 10 Marion 
Road. Cranevwatcr. Southsca. 

FULLY FURNISHED FLATLETS, own kit¬ 
chens. 2 gns. Booking tor long or short periods 
till June I. No children.—38 Shaltcsbury Road. 
Southsca (opp. Queen's Hotel). 

HOUSE TO LET. partially furnished. Waterloo- 
ville: 4 bedrooms. 2 sitting-room*. kitchen and 
all usual offices; modern domestic boiler.—For 
details apply Messrs. King A King. $ Oaten- 
. don Road. Southsca. 

HOUSES FOR SALE small flat io i«. wh counc: luiiy iut- 

DO you devire hou« owncnhiF? Wh, pa, c«c~ I "ohcd.-Phonc JII70 7 Fcom, Cove, 
aivc rent? House purchase *ith endowment 
assurance with reduced premiums by nasal 
allotment ensures security for the future. 90 pci 
cent to 100 per cent, loans advanced.—Write 
for full particulars wi tn*ut obligation to S. V. 

Norris. ’•Gwcnlyn.” Bccchwood Avenue. 

Waicrlooville. Hants 

NEW SIX-ROOMED HOUSES lor sale. Black- 
brook Farm Estate. Farcham (oil Gudgc Ifcath 
Lane). Architectural designed in highly desir¬ 
able and elevated position. With or without gar¬ 
ages to suit applicants. All modern fittings pro- 
v dcd. Completed houses available for inspection. 

Choose your own »itc. From £1.975 freehold, 
including all services. 9*% mortgage available. - 
llcaly A Evans Ltd.. 22 Oak Road. I areham. 

Hants. Phone Farcham 237J or Farcham 2556. 


SALE, racing cycle. Elrick 23in. BAR. 
. hanJ-filcd lugs. Osgcar fittings, Conloy 
rims. Harden hubs. S.A.F.C. gear. B. |7 
Pchssicr bends. Durcx 3-pm crank. £15 
—F/O. J. A. Scott R.A.F. Officers' Mew. 
Pcmbry. Burry Port. Carmarthenshire. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


A NEW SECTION is being formed responsible 
for the supervision of the installation of Elec¬ 
tronic Equipment on board ship, being developed 
for the Services, including the testing and tuning 
of equipment and training of naval ocrvtnncl. A 
leader is rcqrircd to take charge of this section 
and should be of the cx-Naval Commander type, 
preferably of the "L” Branch with experience 
ol installation of recent Naval Electronic Equip¬ 
ment. with y good technical knowledge of 
Electronics, capable of training stall attending to 
general oiganisation duties. 

Supporting staff of mi limum of 3 Engineers 
preferably of degree standard, aho required. 
Considerable travelling periods away from the 
Establishment arc involved. 

Apply in writing, stating age. qualifications anJ 
experience, to the Personnel Manager. The 
General Electric Co. Ltd. Brown's lane. 
Allc'lcy. Coventry. (Ref. RG> 

SHIPWRIGHTS/BOAT BUILDERS leaving the 
Navy will linj iob vacancies with Tormentor 
Yacht Station Ltd.. Stone Pier. Watsash on 
Admiralty. Yacht and Racing Boat Building. 
G«k»J rates of pa>. bonus scheme, travelling ex- 
pcnscs. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


TWO NICELY FURNISHED ROOMS lo In 
with own kitchenette, meter and use of bath: 
no children. — Studdard. 46 Margate Road. 
Southsca. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, use of kitchen, 
bungalow bath; one -.hild accepted: no linen: 
30s. per week including electricity.—Bailey. 88 
Stanley Road. Stamshaw 

TO LET. furnished vlf-eontained flat Devon¬ 
shire Avenue. Share bathroom; reasonable rent. 
—Apply G. Woods. 86 Orchatd Road. Southsca. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS to let. clean and 
comfortable. Sorry, no children — Wells. II 
R:nn> Road. Portsmouth. 


NOMNGTON NURSERY SCHOOL. 48 South- 
ampton Road. Farcham Plume 3044. Pupils 


SUBMARINE SOUVENIRS wanted 

museum. Instruments, fittings, equipment p< 
shaved Anvthing connected U-Boats wanted 
Summers Red Lion. Hcnicy-on-lhamcs. 


YOUNG LADY STUDENT (inlcrcxti: medi- 
cmc. correspondence, theatre) requests 
friend; over 18.—Box No. 21 ’’Navy News. 

TAXIS. Ajax. __ __ ..... .... 

»Wicc. 10 Hyde Patk Road (clove Guildhall). 



that one of the important tasks of and then we proceeded to Mauritius From Mombasa hack to the Gulf 
the R.N.V.R. is the training of Pre- to embark His Excellency the for the month of December. Christ- 
National Servicemen, who. on call- Governor, and for the next month we mas being spent at Mcna-al-Ahmadi. 
up arc thereby assured of entry into took him round the islands of his where everyone was extremely well 
the Navy in the Branch of their Dependencies. Returning to Mauritius looked alter by the K u w a 1 1 Oil 
choice, and arc saved several weeks in mid-October. His Excellency dis- Company. 

of new entry training. embarked and the Commander-in- Loch Killisport sailed from Bahrein 

Visitors lo the Air Division during Chief. East Africa. Lieutenant-General on January 2 and alter brief stops at 
this period included. Flag Olliccr Air Lathbury. and the Bishop of Mauritius Aden. Malta and Gibraltar, arrived 
(Home). Vice-Admiral C. John. C.B.: were embarked and taken to the Sey- at Portsmouth for a refit, having 
the Naval Assistant to Admiral chclles. and the former then taken on steamed over 31.000 miles in just over 
Commanding Reserves. Capt. S. H. to East Africa where Tanga and Mom- ten months. Shi 


Festival under the direction of Inst.- 
Licut. K. O. Boardman. As holders 

-.-..r _i .„:,k .. of the Command Cup. wre are on our 

THE NEW Year opened with a mcll | e an d the east is keen to retain 

swing, in more senses than one. C hild- . , K 

ren took over the helm and steered 1 y ' . 

us through party after party. Our We have started a gramophone 

gymnasium became a fairground with record recital evening and hope that 

devices ranging from roundabouts to there will be sufli.'icnt support lo keep 

a submarine dive lo Neptune’s Cave 11 going. 

fifty fathoms below. H.M.S. Nautilus Sporting activities continue, and 
proved to be the major attraction and even if our hockey team has been 
our wee guests entered through the eliminated from the Navy Cup by 
conning tower assisted by the tradi- Maidstone, their record is a good one. 
tional pirates. An underwater tele- The new buildings in Vernon con- 
viewer enabled them lo sec scenes of ,j mlc 1o r | SL . hut we assure readers 
life below the surface as they de- that various members of Vernon staff 
sccnded to the bottom. On arrival. arc m)I suffering from St. Vitus dance, 
they wandered through seaweed- j, | % purely the effect of the vicious 
infested sand and were treated to machines operating outside their 
treasure from Neptune’s chest—a oflicci 

highly successful trip. They were then w ' raisc our hats lhc Divers, 
stamped boys on the forehead. girls who continuc lo takc lhcir daily dip 
on the hand and molhers-the pirates ( wh mus| K . quile co | d water- 
were a little exercised where hc> Irajni m ust go on regardless of 
shou d be stamped, hut it wasn t wcath( * condil j 0 ns. 

v| si I. a >way. . , News of our Wrens and the Vernon 

After tea. Father Christmas arrived Fricndl wives appears elsewhere in 
by various channels, at some parties h J which is our only excuse 
from an enormous cracker pulled by f * enlio ning them here; never- 
piralcs. at others from he interior of , hdc „ we lhank thosc Wrens who 
a Christmas cake and lastly, by hell- are a „ is(jnp us in our drama , cam 
copter! Sufficient to say that the and (hoJC who did su;h sla | war , work 
children voted these parties the bcsl jn |ooking aflcr , hc yolln ger children 

cvcr ‘ ... _... in the various parties. 

The Chief Petty Officers Mess 
annual New Year’s Ball got off to a 
flying start, assisted by a very warm¬ 
ing rum punch. The mess was taste¬ 
fully decorated. Chief E. A. Paullctt 
painted lhc scenery and the general 
impression of a continental resort was 
achieved. The programme was well 
varied and very ably M.C.'d by Ship¬ 
wright Thomson, whose humorous 
technique proved to contribute very 
largely to the success of the dance. 

About 300 guests were welcomed by 
the Mess President. C.P.O. J. H. 

Riley, who invited the Captain's wife. 

Mrs. J. Grant, to present the prizes 
at the interval. Miss Janet Hawkins, 
the Mess Treasurer's daughter, pre¬ 
sented Mrs. Grant with a bouquet, 
and the remaining prizes were pre¬ 
sented by Mrs. Riley at the end of 
the second half. 

The whole committee should be 
congratulated on a very successful 
dance, and if we single out the 
caterer. C.P.O. Giles, for "honourable 
mention." it is because his catering 
“tuned in" so nicely with the con¬ 
tinental theme and was so very much 
appreciated. 

The highlight of the first ceremonial 

divisions of the new term was the _ 0 

presentation to C.P.O. C. Laver of a the Divi 
clasp to his Long Service Medal. We R.N.V.R 
hasten to add our congratulations lo and draw 


H.M.S. VERNON 


ie is expected to recom¬ 
mission for a further Home/East 
Indies General Service Commission 
on April 10. 


A prize of £1 Is. will be given for the first correct solution 
opened on February 27 


H.M.S. LOCH 
KILLISPORT 


R.N.A.S. EGLINTON 


ON THURSDAY. February 2. Loch 
Killisport returned to Portsmouth after 
completing the foreign leg of her 
General Service Commission. The 
ship's company of Loch Killisport 
originally commissioned Whitcsand 
Bay in September. 1954. and did from 
then until Christmas in the Home 
Fleet mostly off the North and W.cst 
Coasts of Scotland. At Christmas it 
was decided that Whitcsand Bay 
should fic placed in Reserve and 
having done this, the ship’s company 
proceeded to Chatham and took Loch 
Killisport out of reserve. I.och Killis¬ 
port commissioned on February 28. 
1955. and sailed from U.K. for the 
East Indies Station on March 21. 1955. 
Aflcr a brief fortnight's work-up at 
Malta she proceeded into the Persian 
Gulf for the months of May and June. 

At the end of June the ship thank¬ 
fully left the heat of the Gulf and 
spent July docking at Colombo, from 
where all the ship's company had a 
spell at the rest camp at Diyatalawa. 
August was spent at Trincomalcc tak¬ 
ing part in the combined exercises with 
the Indian. Pakistan and Ceylon fleets 


SCOTTISH AIR 
DIVISION R.N.V.R 


CROSSWORD SOLUTION 
JANUARY. I9S6 


ACROSS.—I. Mai<J of all work. 10. Oxide. 
II. Or pen. 12. Stride*. 16. Ash. 17. Net. 19. 
Netting. 21. Minaret. 23. Run do*n. 25. 
Decider. 28. Bar 30. Ask. 33. Destiny. 37. 
Nahum. 38. Lauth. VJ. White feathers. 

DOWN.—2. Avid 3. Dress. 4. Four. 5. 

Loud. 6. Whose. 7. Ripe 8. Concentrating 
9. One after eight. 13. The new age. 14. 27. 
Impart. 15. F.ngincman. 16. Act. 18. Tea. 

20. Tin. 22. Rod. 24. Dab. 26. Ink. 29. 

Admit. 31. Sylph. 32. Shah. 34. Self. 35. 

Irma. 36. Purr. 
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